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France Imports Record 
Volume of U. S. Goods 


France’s imports from the United 
States in the first 9 months of this 
year were 25 vercent higher than in 
the corresponding period of last vear, 
rising to $347.2 million from $277.4 
million in the corresvonding period 
of 1954 and $995.6 million in 1953. 

The new hich import level, dictated 
by the recuirements of France’s ex- 
pandine industrial production, was 
reached despite a sharp decline in 
the volume of imports financed by 
U. 8. aid. 

The ereatest increase was shown in 
aircraft imports, valued at $30.5 mil- 
lion in January-Sevtember 1955, as 
compared with only $9.2 million in 
January-Sevtember 1954. This year’s 
aircraft deliveries included a number 
of large commercial passenger trans- 
ports, including some DC-6B’s for 
private French long-distance carriers, 
and the first few of 10 Lockheed 
L-1049G Super-Constellations ordered 
by Air France for delivery in 1955 
and 1956. Air France has ordered 12 
additional 1649 Super-Constellations 
for delivery beginning in the spring 
of 1957, and French imports of other 
types of U. S. aircrafts and parts also 
= expected to continue their expan- 

on. 


Copper, Alloy Imports Up 

Copper and alloy imports from the 
United States rose by more than 100 
percent, from $15.7 million in Jan- 
uary-September 1954 to $33.8 million 
in the like period of 1955. Large ship- 
ments of refined oxygen-free copper 
probably accounted for much of the 
increase, which may be attributed to 
growing industrial requirements for 
the production of electric-power lines, 
electronic equipment, and the like. 

Iron and steel also accounted for 
a large share of the import increase. 
From only $1.9 million in the first 9 
months of 1954, French imports of 
crude and semimanufactured iron and 
steel rose to $12.2 million in January- 
September 1955, perhaps chiefly be- 
cause of large scrap purchases. Along 
with other members of the European 
Coal and Steel Community, France 
has been able greatly to augment im- 
ports of U. S. scrap by means of the 
CSC’s perrequation fund, which uses 
contributions from steel producers to 


equalize the price of the U. S. metal 
with lower priced European scrap. 

Other import categories which 
showed large gains are machine tools, 
from $12.5 million in January-Sep- 
tember 1954 to $14.7 million in Jan- 
uary-September 1955; automotive ve- 
hicles, $11.9 million to $14.1 million; 
solid fuels, $540,000 to $6.6 million; 
Oilseeds; rubber products; plastics; 
paper pulp, paper, and paperboard. 
Gains also were shown in most types 
of industrial machinery and in elec- 
trical equipment. 


Cotton Imports Decline 


Cotton was an important exception 
to the general rise in U. S. sales to 
France. Though still the largest item 
among French imports from the 
United States, cotton imports were 
valued at only $55.6 million in the 
first 9 months of this year, as against 
$77.3 million in January-September 
1954. This development was owing in 
part to the decline in total cotton 
imports, as a result of the crisis in 
the French textile industry, and in 
part to a shift toward greater imports 
from the French oversea territories. 

The decline was particularly sharp 
in the third quarter, probably because 
of uncertainty regarding U. S. cotton 
export arrangements. French cotton 
imports from the United States are 
expected, however, to revive in coming 
months under financing by the mutual 
security program. 

French exports to the United States 
in the 9-month period increased some 
28 percent over last year’s level, total- 
ing $140.4 million, as against $109.5 
million. 


Gains in Traditional Items 


The chief gains were in traditional 
exports. Iron and steel, crude and 
semi-manufactured, totaled $13.7 mil- 
lion, a rise of nearly 50 percent over 
the January-September 1954 level of 
$9.3 million. Lace, tulle, and trim- 
mings totaled $5.9 million—$5.5 million 
in January-September 1954; wines 
and aperitifs $6.8 million—$5.5 mil- 
lion; perfumes and essential oils, $5.1 
million—$4 million; artificial fibers, 
$5 million—$1.9 million; and distilled 
liquors, $42 million—$3.4 million. 
Other notable gains were in exports 
of automobiles, which rose from $1.8 
million in January-September 1954 to 
$3.5 im 1955; furs, from $2.2 to $4 
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Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg. 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 

j 


Bidg. 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 63. 
Bidg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8. <-. face. S, Sengeens Jasper 
Bidg., West En roa » 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal mee. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, tg 4 —— Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fia., . Firs ve. 

Minneapolis 1; Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bidg. 

New Grieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, pra — 1 a Y ae 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., x \ 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple i.) 3 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom~- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
UV. S. Government section of phone 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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i cnects Good for Early 1956 





Canadian Economy Makes Record Gains 


Continued widespread business and industrial expansion characterize 


the Canadian economic situation. 


Production and consumption in the summer and fall reached record 


levels, as did dividend payments from corporation profits. 


Allowing 


correction for the usual winter seasonal slack, a high level of activity, 


with excellent Christmas businé§s, is 
expected to carry over into 1956. 

Although the general economy has 
more than recovered from the 1953-54 
recession, it is not without problems. 
The disposal of large agricultural pro- 
duction has caused deep concern. The 
wheat producers of the Prairie Prov- 
inces experienced marketing difficul- 
ties accentuated by the large crop 
just harvested; although rich in in- 
yentory, they continue short of cash 
because of inability to move grain into 
elevators already filled with the unex- 
ported output of previous years. 

Business in Saskatchewan, the larg- 
est wheat-producing Province, reflects 
the surplus problem in retail turnover, 
still under the 1953 record although 
much improved over last year. How- 
ever, the other Western Provinces, 
Alberta and British Columbia in par- 
ticular, are showing large retail trade 
gains, which for them as for all 
Canada probably will set a new high 
in dollar volume for the year. 


Wide Recovery in Manufactures 

In the year since Industrial pro- 
duction overcame the inventory reces- 
sion of 1954, such vigorous recovery 
has been made that output now ex- 
ceeds by 8 percent the peak of mid- 
summer 1953. 

The upturn has the gratifying as- 
pect, first discernible in the second 
quarter of this year, of taking in not 
just the primary and extractive in- 
dustries which depend mainly on ex- 
port demand, but the manufacturing 
industries, including those producing 
durables for Canadian consumption 
which were hardest hit in demand in 
last year’s slump. 


Large gains in the sale of automo- 
biles and appliances as well as various 
housewares, furnishings, and services 
allied to the home-building boom have 
stimulated the steel, lumber, and vari- 
ous other material producers to new 
peaks of activity. The steel industry, 
for example, averaged 367,000 tons of 
ingots a month in the third quarter 
of this year, compared with 244,280 
tons last year and 322,740 tons in the 
third quarter of 1953. Automobile 
production, although not as high as 
in 1953, made an impressive increase, 
to 372,240 units (cars and trucks) for 
the 9 months ended September, com- 
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pared with 294,650 last year and 
390.859 in 1953. 

The dollar value of construction 
contracts awarded by the end of Sep- 
tember already had exceeded the to- 
tal for all of 1954 and was 44 percent 
higher than the comparable period of 
1954. Good weather contributed to 
activity, as well as Government under- 
writing of residential building, the in- 
dustry’s most buoyant sector. 


Gross National Product Rises 


Largely because of industrial and 
construction activity, the gross na- 
tional product already has increased 
beyond the most optimistic predic- 
tions. The second-quarter estimate 
was an annual rate of $26.2 billion, 9 
percent higher than for the calendar 
year 1954 and 7.5 percent higher than 
for 1953. The third-quarter estimate 
is expected to indicate that the $26- 
billion rate will be exceeded and that 
the full 1955 return will considerably 
improve on the $25% billion estimate 
made by the Finance Minister in April. 


Industry plans a continued high 
level of capital investment, in some 
lines accounted for by operations 
which had been at or near capacity 
for some time and in others, based 
on the country’s long-term prospects. 
In the latter class, another round of 
aluminum expansion has been under- 
taken. 


In addition to the increase in the 
Aluminum Co. of Canada’s capacity 
new building, British Aluminum, Ltd., 
proposes to build a new smelter at 
Baie Comeau, Quebec, with a 160,000- 
ton annual capacity. Of special in- 
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terest in regional developments are 
pipe mills for the Prairie Provinces, 
one of which is a branch of a large 
German producer. 

The tight demand and supply situ- 
ation in newsprint is being attributed 
to some leading producer’s decisions 
to increase prices from $3 to $5 a ton. 
The rise has stirred controversy in 
and outside Canada over the indus- 
try’s profit position. The Premier of 
Quebec is reported to have. reminded 
the industry that the members were 
lessees of the forests which mus not 
be used to the prejudice of the people 
of Quebec, the real owners. 

Along with increased industrial out- 
put, large crop and livestock produc- 
tion contributed to the gross national 
product. Growing conditions, although 
poor at times, improved over last 
year’s so the country begins the 
winter with plentiful supplies which 
are putting some increased pressure 
on prices. 


Apple, Potato Prices Decline 


Prices have held fairly well, but 
apples and potatoes have declined 
sharply, the result of higher yields. 
Hog prices also have shown weakness, 
partly seasonal and partly attributa- 
ble to the rapid expansion of hog 
numbers this year. Dairy products 
have remained steady because of the 
Government’s price support on butter, 
in which stocks are heavy. 


The chief farm surplus problem is 
in wheat, the principle crop, normally 
about 70 percent exported. In the 
past 6 years, Canada has harvested 5 
crops above average size while for- 
eign demand has been declining be- 
cause of mounting world production. 
This year’s 498-million-bushel crop, 
plus a carryover of 494 million bushels 
on July 31, the end of the 1954-55 
crop year, has brought the total Cana- 
dian supply to just a few million 
bushels short of the alltime record, 
Unless an abnormal demand arises, 
the carryover next summer will be at 
least 100 million bushels greater. 

Faced with mounting pressure to 
grant financial relief to growers who 
are unable to realize on their produc- 
tion, the Central Government an- 
nounced that it is making arrange- 
ments to underwrite bank credit for 
needy farmers. 

In the first half of this year, farm 
income was about 3 percent less than 
in that period of 1954 and about 13 
percent less than in 1953. The declin- 
ing trend is in contrast to the strong 
rise in the economy’s other sectors. 
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Labor’s income in January-June was 
about 6 percent higher than last 
year, the gain coming about half from 
higher wages and half from the in- 
crease in the labor force. Investment 
income was 15 percent higher. 


Foreign Trade at New Highs 


Notwithstanding smaller grain 
movement this year, strong recovery 
in foreign trade as a whole lifted the 
statistics to new highs. Exports valued 
at C$3,197 million and imports valued 
at C$3,429 million for the 9 months 
ended September 30 represent gains 
of atout 12 percent over that period 
‘last year. August and September in- 
creases, however, were considerably 
greater—about 18 percent in exports 
and 28 percent in imports over those 
months in 1954, illustrating the rapid 
step-up in economic activity in the 
summer. 

In both branches of the trade the 
historical peaks of past years, 1952 
for exports and 1953 for imports, were 
passed this year by a small margin. 

The merchandise deficit rose, to 232 
million, compared with 187 million 
for 9 months a year ago and 267 mil- 
lion for the comparable period of 
1953, but these deficits are subject 
to large adjustments for balance-of- 
payments purposes. For the full year 
1954 on a corrected basis there was 
no deficit but a small surplus in the 
merchandise balance of the interna- 
tional account and for 1953 a deficit 
of only 58 million. 


Oversea clearances of wheat this 
calendar year through October appear 
to approximate 155 million bushels, 
compared with 163 million last year 
and 246 million in 1953. Other major 
trade categories, however, particularly 
newsprint paper, lumber, pulp, and 
nonferrous metals, have continued ex- 
tremely buoyant with advances which 
more than offset the grain decline. 
Also, the heavy capital investment in 
recent years in iron ore, petroleum, 
and chemicals is beginning to pay 
export dividends. The latter, which 
made large growth in the past year, 
now represent substantial trade fig- 
ures. 


Exports to U. K. Improve 


The improvement in exports to the 
United Kinedom is a notable develop- 
ment of the year. The 26-percent ad- 
vance to this major customer, which 
regains almost all of the ground lost in 
1953 and 1954, is significant since the 
wheat trade continues low. There has 
been also as great a relative gain in 
exports to the Commonwealth’s other 
countries. 

In absolute terms, however, the 
buoyant export to the United States 
made the largest contribution to the 
total, rising to $1,905 million, com- 
pared with $1,740 million last year. 
August shipments to the United States, 
valued at C$244 million, set a new 
monthly record and September ex- 
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ports, although not as high at $230 
million, contributed to a 9-month total 
which is also the largest ever recorded. 
In contrast to exports, the country 
development of import trade this year 
was more concentrated in the United 
States and other foreign countries, 
presumably because of the greater 
Canadian demand for materials to 
supply the expanding economy. Al- 
though commodity details are not yet 
available for recent months, the year’s 
general trend suggests that the rise 
has been greatest in foodstuffs; tex- 
tiles, including raw cotton and wool; 
unmanufactured wood and other 
building supplies; and automobile, 
electrical, and aircraft lines in which 
the greatest portion of imports is 
semiprocessed goods for Canadian 
branch plants manufacturing in Can- 
ada for Canadian consumption. 
There have been some gains also in 
the nonfarm machinery import, but 
the heavy emphasis in past years 
on machinery has been very much 
reduced. Also, greater self-sufficiency 
is evidenced in the fall in semiproc- 
essed iron and steel. The trade this 
year was maintained at last year’s 
level but perhaps only seasonally be- 
cause coal trade is declining with the 
development of Canadian resources. 
U. S. trade for the 9 months this 
year was valued at $2,531 million, 
compared with $2,210 million last year 
and, as with exports, sets a new high 
record for the period. Slightly smaller 
imports from the United Kingdom at 
C$294 million, compared with C$301 
million, were accompanied by imports 
from other Commonwealth countries 
of C$153 million, compared with C$134 


—— 


million. Imports from foreign coun. 
tries other than the United States 
were valued at C$451 million, com. 
pared with C$407 million last year, 


U. S. Dollar Returns to Par 


The U. S. dollar on Canadian ex. 
change markets rose to virtually pap 
in October, after 3 ‘years when it wag. 
at times at a discount of as much ag 
3 and 4 cents. Credited by most ob. 
servers to U. S. liquidation of Cana. 
dian securities, as the result of changes 
in money rates and the upset in the 
U. S. stock market, rather than the 
increased deficit in Canadian mer. 
chandise trade this year, the disap. 
pearance of the discount on U. §, 
funds is nevertheless of considerable 
interest to traders. If they export to, 
Canada, they have acquired a slight 
additional handicap in the increased 
cost of U. S. funds to Canadian im- 
porters, and if they buy from Canada, 
a corresponding advantage in cheaper 
Canadian funds in U. S. terms. 


Money Rates Higher 


The Canadian unit has had no fixed 
par since October 1950, and is there- 
fore free to respond to the demand 
and supply factors. No loss of reserves 
necessarily is involved in the exchange 
adjustment, although some may have 
been incurred in smoothing opera- 
tions. However, the period of the 
premium has operated generally to 
increase them because of the excess 
of foreign funds coming into _Canada 
which they have had to absorb. At 
the end of September, they were at 
a relatively high level—US$1,936.7 mil- 
lion. 


(Continued on Page 9) 








investment in 
the Philippines 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . .« A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce .. . 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 














un- 
ates 
Om. 


ex- 


wag. 


1 as 
ob- 
na 
iges 
the 
the 
ers 
ap~ 


able 
t to. 
ight 
ised 
im- 
ida, 
per 


xed 
Te. 
and 
‘ves 
nge 
ave 
Ta- 
the 


SS 
ada 


at 
uil- 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





, ———«<, 


Japanese Budget for 
Imports Increased 


A foreign-exchange budget for im- 

rts valued at $1,588 million has been 
announced by the Japanese Govern- 
ment for the second half of the 1955 
fiscal year—October 1955-March 1956. 

The total includes authorizations of 
$1,314 million for merchandise imports 
and $274 million for invisibles. 

This constitutes a moderate in- 
crease over the two previous foreign- 
exchange budgets and reflects the 
significant expansion in exports and 
the recent growth of Japan’s foreign- 
exchange holdings. The current budget 
exceeds that of the second half of 
fiscal 1954—-October 1954-March 1955— 
by $334 million. Of this total increase, 
$224 million is for merchandise and 
$110 for services. 

As compared with the budget for 
the first half of the current fiscal year 
—April-September 1955—the present 
budget is $271 million larger, of which 
$207 million was added to the mer- 
chandise budget. 

The most significant increases were 
made in the following commodity 
groups (current allocations in millions 
of dollars with allocations for the first 
half of the fiscal year in parentheses): 
Textile materials, $339 (260); ma- 
chines and metal products, $63 (33); 
petroleum, $82 (67); raw materials for 
fron and steel, $64 (51); and the 
“automatic approval” program, $200 
(155). The only major decrease was 
for goods for delivery to the U. S. Army 
in Japan. 

Allocations for invisible imports 
have been increased primarily for 
transportation expenses. The total for 
the present period for this item 
amounts to $120 million, as compared 
with $76 million for the preceding half 
year. Increases also were budgeted 
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Egypt Aims To Improve Cotton 
Exports, Aid Public Programs 


Two important objectives of the Egyptian Government, namely, to 
improve its cotton export position and to further public programs of 
general economic development and social improvement, received major 
attention in the quarter ended September 30, 1955. 

On September 27, the Alexandria Cotton Exchange was reopened 


after being closed for 3 years. The 
Alexandria market was reestablished 
to permit “futures” operations, its 
activities in this regard being coor+ 
dinated with those of the Liverpool 
Cotton Exchange. 

In September, “import entitlement” 
was abolished and drastic restrictions 
were placed on the use of “B” accounts 
—a source of depreciated Egyptian 
pounds—provided for in certain inter- 
national payments agreements, that 
is, the resort to multiple rates in 
exchange-control operation was virtu- 
ally abandoned. 


The trend continued toward closer 
commercial relations with the Soviet 
bloc countries, chiefly as a means of 
providing additional export outlets for 
cotton, since, owing largely to cot- 
ton developments in the United 
States, Egyptian sales to traditional 
customers had declined seriously. The 
United States and Western European 
countries, traditional sellers in the 
Egyptian market, maintained their 
supplier position in the first 8 months 
of 1955, but communist China and 
the U. S. S. R. enhanced their role as 
important buyers, reflecting Egypt’s 
efforts, intensified last spring and 
summer, to conclude trade agreements 
with Soviet bloc countries based on 
exchange of cotton for other products. 

A new trade and payments agree- 
ment with Czechoslovakia was con- 
cluded on July 19, 1955, modifying the 
agreement signed October 24, 1951. 
Provisions were made to broaden the 
trade base between the two countries. 
An Egyptian-communist China trade 
pact was siened at Peking in August 
for a 3-year period. Egyptian cotton 
and calcium superphosphates were to 
be exchanged for Chinese industrial 
and agricultural products. 


Budget Largest in History 


The Government announced on 
June 29 its budget for the 1955-56 
fiscal year which began July 1. It is 
the largest overall budget in Egyvtian 
history, totaling E£315,259,572, or $904.8 
million. More than 25 percent has 
been earmarked for economic develop- 
ment and public services, covering a 
broad range of activities, including 
construction, electric-power expan- 
sion, irrigation and drainage improve- 
ment, industrial development, public 
housing, and building of schools and 
hospitals. Mostly because of the pres- 
sure of Government spending, com 
struction and related industries op- 





erated at full capacity in the third 
quarter of this year. 

Price levels continued to follow a 
slow, upward rise. Thé number of 
checks processed in bank clearing op- 
erations for the third quarter was 
eonsiderably greater than those in the 
like period of 1954. Bills protested in 
the 7 months ended July 1955 totaled 
50,572, compared with 49.464 in the 
corresponding months of 1954. In the 
period January-July 1955 there were 
151 bankruptcies, 48 less than in Jan- 
uary-July 1954.’ 

Heavy demand for foreign producer 
goods, coupled with a “normal” level 
of imports and reduced cotton exports, 
resulted in a serious trade deficit in 
the first 8 months. Egyptian exports 
for the 8 months ended August 1955 
amounted to E£89,603,984, compared 
with E£94,959,200 for the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding year. Total 
imports for this period amounted to 
E£113,838,344, compared with E£96,- 
006,664 for the like period a year ago. 


Import Control Tightened 

The disequilibrium in Egypt’s for- 
eign trade this year has been reflected 
in a decline in foreign-exchange hold- 
ings and has resulted in an adminis- 
trative tightening of import control. 
Since July the issuance of import li- 
censes has occurred at a considerably 
slower rate than in the first half of 
the year. It has been reported that 
import permits are being granted at 
an even slower pace, at least for prod- 
ucts from monetary areas with which 
Egypt has a deficit. The Minister of 
Commerce and Industry has stated 
repeatedly that the Egyptian foreign- 
trade policy is to balance trade with 
each individual country. A pattern 
also seems to be evolving in accord- 
ance with which essentials and capital 
goods are favored over other goods. 

The abolition on September 27 of 
dollar entitlement, although remov- 
ing the price disadvantage encoun- 
tered by U. S. products in competition 
with goods from other monetary areas, 
also resulted in making Egyptian 
merchants entirely dependent on the 
official Exchange Control Office for 
dollars. Previously, dollars for im- 
ports could be brought in Cairo legally 
and freely at a premium. Since offi- 
cial dollar availability is contingent 
upon issuance of import licenses, the 
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Bolivian Government Active in 
Encouraging Foreign Investment 


The Bolivian Government has actively encouraged foreign invest- 
ment, and private business elements have formed a commission for the 


promotion of private investment. 


A member of the commission was sent to Washington to represent 
Bolivia at the Second Inter-American Investment Conference; also, the 


President of the Inter-American In- 
vestment Center in New Orleans 
planned to visit Bolivia in November 


with a group of American business- 
men. 


Fairly prompt action on at least 


two long-pending investment propo- 
sals by American interests was anti- 
cipated following Bolivia’s signature 
of the Investment Guaranty Agree- 
ment with the United States on Sep- 
tember 23. In addition, preliminary 
inquiries into the possibility of invest- 
ing in Bolivian mining and manufac- 
turing were begun by several other 
companies. 

The free-market exchange rate 
weakened appreciably in September, 
the rate falling from 3,175 to 3,840 
bolivianos to the dollar and then 
steadying at about 3,600 bolivianos. 
By the end of October the exchange 
rate again had weakened to more than 
4,100 bolivianos to the dollar. Rumors 
of a general wage increase and a basic 
change in economic policies appear 
to have influenced this movement, 
despite Government denials that any 
sweeping measures affecting wages or 
exchange controls were contemplated. 

To discourage speculative manipu- 
_ lations in exchange, the Government 
required prospective buyers at the 
Government dollar auctions to post 10 
percent of their anticipated purchase. 
It also tightened up on exchange op- 
erations, forbidding dealers to hold 
more than $500 in foreign currency. 


Cost of Living Rises 


Cost-of-living indexes for La Paz 
indicate nearly a 40-percent increase 
for the period January-September, 
1955: The increase was greatest in 
March, when general wage increases 
and selected price increases were 
granted. The continued rise in living 
costs since wages increased repre- 
sents a steadily growing pressure on 
fixed-income families. 

In a measure to check inflationary 
pressures, the Ministry of Economy 
extended the series of regional price- 
control committees, already operating 
in certain cities, to cover the entire 
country. These committees were em- 
powered to fix prices on imported 
goods, and uniform nationwide price 
schedules were set up for most of 
those domestic products on which 
prices are controlled. 


The New York firm of Deak & Co. 
has been licensed by the Bolivian 
Government to undertake banking 


6 





operations in Santa Cruz and La Paz. 
Capitalized at 100 million bolivianos, 
the Banco Comercial e Industrial, 
S.A., officially opened in Santa Cruz, 
and a branch is planned for La Paz. 
Another bank is to be established in 
La Paz early next year by the Selim 
CHACUR interests. This bank—Banco 
Continental—reportedly will concen- 
trate on financing small- and me- 
dium-sized industry. 

The census taken in La Paz for 
inauguration of the rationing system 
for essential foodstuffs decreed some 
months ago showed the city to have 
335,552 inhabitants. 

The Tuni-Condoriri water supply 
project for La Paz was inaugurated by 
President Paz Estenssoro on Septem- 
ber 26. A 500-million boliviano loan 
from the Banco Colombo Boliviano 
will help partially in financing the 
project. 

It was announced in the sixth ses- 
sion of the United Nations Economic 
Committee for Latin America (ECLA) 
in Bogota that the next conference 
would be held in La Paz in 1957. 


Petroleum Code Signed 


The new Bolivian petroleum code, 
signed October 26 and released to the 
press the following day is in full effect 
with applications by foreign com- 
panies for concessions invited. Con- 
struction work on the Oruro-La Paz 
section of the Cochabamba-Oruro-La 
Paz pipeline is already complete to 
El Alto, the community on the alti- 
plano overlooking the city of La Paz. 
Storage tanks are being built in Cocha- 
bamba, near the Gualberto Villaroel 
refinery, and at a distance of 85 kilo- 
meters from Cochabamba, where the 
construction site is some 4,000 feet 
higher—12,000 feet. 


Negotiations were renewed between 
YPFB, the Bolivian Government pe- 
troleum agency, and the Peruvian 
Government over the exportation of 
Bolivian gasoline to southern Peru. 
Such an arrangement, after comple- 
tion of the Cochabamba-La Paz pipe- 
line, could prove advantageous to both 
countries, the Southern Peruvian 
market being more accessible to 
Bolivian production centers than to 
those in northern Peru. 


YPFB gasoline export commitments 
are being fulfilled on schedule. Since 
last November when the tank-car 
shipments were started, the Compania 


de Acero del Pacifico, in Antofagasta 
Chile, which is supplying steej to 
Bolivia in return, has received 15,414. 
115 liters of gasoline. Shipments to 
Brazil through September 30 
357,065 liters, and by the same date 
1,824,409 liters had been sent by pipe. 
line from Bermejo to the Argentine 
border. Small shipments of gasoline 
and kerosene also were sent, under 
the Bolivian-Paraguayan barter agree. 
ment, to the Mennonite colony ip 
Paraguay. 

In August, YPFB’s 60 producing 
wells pumped 41,362,000 liters, and for 
lack of storage facilities and markets 
an additional 17 wells were kept ir, 
reserve. YPFB also drilled 2,468 meters 
in 6 wells at Camiri and 2 at Bermejo, 


Mining Production Down 


Statements by the Bolivian Vice 
President, the Minister of Mines, and 
leading labor spokesmen have echoed 
the President’s plea in his annual 
August 6 message for improved man- 
agement and higher production in 
the nationalized mines. In mid-Sep- 
tember union leaders representing the 
syndicates in the nationalized mines 
met under the chairmanship of the 
Executive Secretary of the Central 
Obrera Boliviano (COB), the Bolivian 
Central labor organization, for an ex- 
haustive discussion of the causes for 
the falloff in output. 

In addition to mentioning the ore’s 
decreasing mineral content, the need 
for greater mechanization, the lack of 
technicians, and the need for im- 
proved conditions for the miners, he 
dwelt on the need for greater produs- 
tion by the workers and cited the “ab- 
sence of authentic worker discipline.” 
The Minister of Mines warned of the 
organized labor system’s abuses and 
urged that labor representatives in 
the nationalized mines devote them- 
selves exclusively to labor matters and 
not interfere in purely technical or 
general administrative questions. 

The Government is reported to be 
prepared to call for bids from private 
mining firms for the exploitation of 
zinc deposits at the Mathilde—form- 
erly Hochschild—mine near Lake Ti- 
ticaca. This is the first time that the 
Government has offered to let private 
firms exploit a nationalized mine. The 
mine is reportedly ready for almost 
immediate operation, large quantities 
of ore having been blocked out. A 
substantial investment, however, will 
be required for milling equipment. 

The Minister of Mines has directed 
the Bolivian Mining Bank to stream- 
line its administrative procedures in 
behalf of private mine operators 
under the incentive measures adopt- 
ed for the private mining industry 
last March. He ordered the bank to 
send immediately the production rec- 
ords and other pertinent data to the 
Bolivian Central Bank, to hasten pay- 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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New Plants Feature 
Edmonton Expansion 


The development of the Edmonton, 
Alberta, region in Canada has re- 
ceived new impetus from a series of 
industrial plants being constructed 
along the Canadian National Railway’s 
main line west of the city, at an esti- 
mated cost of C$66 million. 

Natural resources are being tapped 
on a scale hitherto unknown in this 
region, natural gas, petroleum, timber, 

, and limestone playing major 
roles. Additional railway trackage, gas 
and petroleum pipelines, and a power 

t are being constructed to satisfy 
the needs of this expanding industry. 

Of first importance in this growth 
is the C$33-million bleached sulfate- 
pulp mill which the North Western 
Pulp & Power Co. is constructing at 
Hinton, 180 miles west of Edmonton, 
on the Athabasca River. It will be the 
first mill of its kind in Alberta. The 
firm is owned jointly by the St. Regis 
Paper Co. of New York, and North 
Canadian Oils, Ltd. 

The mill will produce 150,000 tons 
of bleached sulfate pulp a year, and 
is expected to be in operation early in 
1957. It will have a “continuous di- 
gester” which will be the first of such 
installations on this continent and 
will be the largest of its kind in the 
world. Officials say that with con- 
tinuous “cooking,” the company will 
have close control of the variables in 
the cooking process and thus insure 
amore uniform pulp. 

The company has timber rights on 
6,000 square miles of provincial gov- 
ernment timberland surrounding the 
mill, consisting mostly of lodgepole 
pine, spruce, balsam and poplar. Cut- 
ting is expected to begin next fall. 


Cement Plant Planned 

It is estimated that the mill will 
use about 25 million gallons of water 
daily from the Athabasca River and a 
minimum of 10 million cubic feet of 
natural gas a day. This gas will be 
supplied by pipeline to be built from 
Wabamun to Hinton, a distance of 
140 miles. 


Another important industrial devel- 
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opment in the area is the construction 
of a cement plant at an estimated 
cost of C$11 million. This plant will 
have a capacity of 1.8 million barrels 
of cement a year, and is expected to 
be in operation by July 1, 1956. The 
company owns approximately 230 
acres surrounding the plant site, in- 
cluding extensive clay deposits which 
are readily available. Limestone will 
be supplied from a quarry on property 
owned by the company at Cadomin, 
136 miles west of Edmonton on the 
Canadian National Railway. 

Western Plywoods (Alberta) Ltd., is 
constructing a C$i-million plywood 
plant about 1 mile west of Edmonton, 
which also is expected to begin op- 
erations next July. The plant will 
process some 12 million board measure 
feet of logs annually, the bulk of 
which will be obtained from the com- 
pany’s timber berths containing some 
120 million board measure feet.—Cons. 
Edmonton. 





Japanese Budget. . . 
(Continued from Page 5) 
for payments of royalties, interest, 
and other investment obligations. 
Foreign Exchange Budget for Mer- 
chandise Imports, October 1955- 
March 1956 
[Value in 1,000 dollars] 
oup 





Gr Amount 
WE... n0c00 d6ntenetenb sega eanene ,652 
Monopoly goods ..........sesseeeees 12,314 
EMMADSR . « « cionc caw idan tka oop steukacal 10,774 
Raw materials for daily necessities 21,796 
Textile raw materials ...........-+- 338,566 
Fertilizer and its raw materials .... 25, 
GO ‘ih voceretaetenaseGheesceras 6eeen 32,214 
Iron and steel raw materials ....... 64,125 
Nonferrous metals and nonmetallic 

MRIGNEEE vecucnsnsdapoescasasnecen 17,882 
on... QTPeT ere Titi ee 82,036 
CREMIGRE | 5 cabin es Setcsedatoedsenets 5,471 
Pharmaceuticals ...cc.ccesccccscece 2,879 
Agricultural medicines ............ 1,075 
Machinery and meta! products .... 62,900 
Raw materials for processing trade 30,000 
Goods for barter trade ............. 10,000 
Goods for U. 8S. Security Forces ... 5,500 
Reimports and additional payment 

DEE shows odvee odetankal oseechane 1,000 
DESOSEOOIE. o's cn cdetdicercctces ses 53,919 
Goods to be imported under Auto- 

matic Approval (AA) system. .... 200 000 
UGE Sider cvechisvdccddacddostee 50.000 

OGRE occ cnndeale dahe ab apeursus $1,314,000 


Foreign Exchange Budget for Invisible 


Imports, October 1955-March 1956 
[Value in 1,000 dollars] 





Payment for— Amount 
ye Se > Peers See $119.705 
a ee eee 7,840 
., . f eee ae eee 5,300 
Servicing of investments ............ 28,282 
Government transactions ............ 8,351 
Expenses involved in foreign trade . 7,930 
Technical assistance ......ccccsecccves 14,698 
QCOMRTERIORTEIINS,. occ cuseviddoceesscbn 2,487 
ee ee ere 22,933 
og RR ee Ae Fe a 3,834 
Long-term capital transactions ..... 22,151 
Short-term capital transactions ..... 479 
Expenses for transactions of goods .. 55 
Re i ey PE ee ee 0,000 

RR ee Sa ae ek $274,045 





U. S. cotton exports in August-Sep- 
tember 1955 totaled only 185,000 bales 
of 500 pounds gross, less than half the 
389,000 bales exported in the corre- 
sponding period last year, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


Overall Prospects Good — 
For Italian Economy 


Initial reports on the general Italian 
economic situation for September 
indicated a rapid resumption of activ- 
ity in all sectors, good overall prospects 
being indicated for the fourth quarter. 

The situation had continued to im- 
prove satisfactorily in August, despite 
the seasonal letdown in activity owing 
to the general observance of a 2-week 
holiday, according to reports covering 
most sectors of the economy. 

August featured very favorable 
growing weather throughout the 
peninsula. A bumper wheat crop, 
which some estimates place ahead of 
the record 1953 crop of 9 million metric 
tons, was harvested. Continued good 
weather in September broucht a corn 
crop estimated at 3.2 million tons, 
compared with 2.9 million in 1954. 

A good rice crop, estimated at 850,000 
tons—8 percent below 1954—however, 
did not provide the gain to the econ- 
omy that was provided by the other 
two cereals, since much of it repre- 

sented a growing, unmarketable sur- 
plus. The maturing grape crop was 
aided by rains toward the end of 
September, auguring a harvest su- 
perior to that of 1953 for this source 
of Italy’s valuable wine exports. 


Production Rate Slows 


Notwithstanding the slowing of in- 
dustrial activity caused by the holi- 
days, this sector of the ecamethy 
showed generally good increases over 
1954, according to August reports. The 
steel industry, which felt the seasonal 
decline only slightly, continued to 
maintain a good margin of increase 
in September. In August cotton and 
hemp continued to depress the 
averages for the textile industry, but 
the wool industry showed improve- 
ment and synthetic and artificial- 
fiber production was up over last year. 

The Italian Chamber of Commerce 
predicted a normal resumption of in- 
dustrial activity in the last quarter of 
1955; indications were especially good 
for heavy industry, and for the auto- 
mobile and shipbuilding industries 
which are working against an abun- 
dant backlog of orders. 

The seasonal drop in commercial ac- 
tivity apeared to be less than normal, 
the slackness in foodstuffs and fin- 
ished products being somewhat offset 
by continuing activity in industrial 
raw materials. Some observers believed 
that there were indications of a 
widening effort to spread the inci- 
dence of fixed costs in those produc- 
tion sectors which are less subject to 
seasonal oscillations. 


The record number of August tour- 
ists, both foreign and domestic, pro- 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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U. S. Ranks First in 


Lebanon's Trade 


The United States was Lebanon's 
most important supplier as well as 
customer in the second quarter of 1955. 

The United States supplied goods 
valued at $6,890,400—$3,845,340 in the 
first quarter—and was followed closely 
by Syria, normally Lebanon’s most 
important source of goods, which sup- 

goods worth $6,666,030. The 
United States also was the most im- 
portant recipient of Lebanese exports, 
purchasing merchandise valued at 
$943,380—175 percent greater than in 
the like quarter of 1954—followed by 
Syria with purchases valued at 
$875,610. 

This extensive trade with the United 
States was the most marked shift in 
Lebanon’s regional trade pattern in 
the second quarter. As compared with 
January-March period of this year, 
the most impressive gains in value 
of imports other than gold were made 
by the United States, an increase of 
80 percent; Saudi Arabia, 267 percent; 
West Germany, 37 percent; Nether- 
lands, 41 percent; and Syria, 25 per- 
eent 


Lebanon’s imports of gold bullion 
and coin in the second quarter of 1955 
‘were valued at $5,958,630, or more than 
double those of the preceding quar- 
ter—$2,671,110—and accounted for 14.5 
percent of the total import value. 


Merchandise Imports Rise 


Imports of merchandise, other than 
gold also rose substantially in the 
quarter, increasing 5 percent in ton- 
mage and 27 percent in value over 
imports in the preceding quarter and 
40 percent in tonnage and 52 percent 
in value over the second quarter of 
1954. 


As usual, exports were far smaller 
than imports, the total value, exclud- 
ing gold, amounting to only $6,109,560, 
or 17 percent of the total value of 
merchandise imports. Gold exports 
reached a total value of $1,179,630. 
Exports to Soviet bloc countries, con- 
sisting mainly of citrus fruits, in- 
creased from $7,290 in April-June 1954 
to $222,210 in the like quarter of 1955. 
The latter figure, however, amounted 
to only 3 percent of the total export 
value. Imports from the Soviet bloc 
remained a negligible factor in 
Lebanon's import trade. 

The total value of Lebanon’s trans- 
it trade in the second quarter rose 
to $78,079.950, or nearly double the 
value of Lebanon's imports. The value 
of transit trade was 13 percent above 
that of the preceding quarter. Transit 
trade in gold continued to decline, 
amounting to $6,994,080, as compared 
with $12,547,770 in the first quarter of 
1955, but transit movement other 
than gold and petroleum, which moves 
through the Iraq Petroleum Com- 


pany and Trans-Arabian Pipeline Co. 
pipelines, increased from $25,603,560 
in the first quarter of 1955 to $38,680,- 
200 in the second quarter.—Emb., 
Beirut. 





New Drafts Drawn on 
L. A. Importers High 


The amount of new drafts drawn by 
U. S. exporters on Latin American im- 
porters in October was the highest in 
8 months, totaling $42.8 million, the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
has reported. According to the 
Bank’s monthly survey of the draft 
experience of 14 large commercial 
banks, new drawings were $10.4 mil- 
lion greater than in September, owing 
largely to a $4.8-million increase in 
drafts on Venezuela and a $1.1-mil- 
lion rise in new drawings on Peru. 
Smaller increases were registered by 
Bolivia, Cuba, Panama, and 14 other 
countries, while decreases in new 


drafts were reported for only 3 coun- 
tries. 


The dollar amount of drafts paid 
on the other hand totaled $38.8 mil- 
lion, $0.4 million lower than in Sep- 
tember. Decreases were reported for 
8 countries; Colombia led with a de- 
cline of $1.2 million, followed by 
Brazil with a decline of $0.5 million. 
October draft payments by Panama 
increased by $0.6 million, and those 
by Venezuela, $0.4 million. 


Since new drafts drawn exceeded 
drafts paid, the aggregate draft in- 
debtedness of Latin American coun- 
tries rose by $3.9 million in the month 
to $137.5 million. Venezuela’s increase 
of $3.5 million brought its draft in- 
debtedness up to $27.9 million, the 
highest since the Bank began its sur- 
vey in May 1947. Noticeable increases 
also were reported for Peru ($0.7 mil- 
lion), Bolivia ($0.6 million), and Cuba 
($0.5 million). Colombia reduced its 
draft indebtedness $2 million to $34.7 
million, while Brazil’s indebtedness 
declined for the third consecutive 
month to $149 million, the lowest 
figure on record. 

The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters rose $1.3 million in October 
to $153.6 million. Substantial in- 
creases in outstandings against Chile, 
Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela were 
offset only partially by decreases re- 
ported for Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, and 
Panama. Outstandings against Chile, 
at $12.2 million, were the highest re- 
ported since November 1951, while 
those against Brazil, at $16.6 million, 
were the lowest since November 1953. 





European corn production in 1955- 
56 is tentatively forecast at 670 mil- 
lion bushels, 9 percent above the small 
1954 crop, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


Egypt Aims... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


importer is less concerned with 
rates of exchange than with the prob. 
lem of obtaining an import permit. 


Trade With U. S. Rises 


Total Egyptian trade with the Uniteq 
States for the 8 months ended Ay 
1955 amounted to E£19,680,627 com. 
pared with E£16,354,187 in the like 
period of 1954. Total Egyptian im- 
ports from the United States amounted 
to E£13,585,326, compared with Eg11,. 
263,213 in the corresponding period of 
1954. Exports to the United States in 
the first 8 months of 1955 amounted 
to E£6,275,301, compared with E£5,090,. 
974 in the like period of 1954. Trade 
with the United States accounted for 
about 11 percent of all Egyptian im- 
ports in the period January-August 
1955 and for about 7 percent of 
tian exports in the like period. 


Tenders were invited in the quarter 
for the procurement of equipment for 
railways, a development project to 
which the United States is contribu. 
ting some $16 million and the Egyp- 
tians about $10.6 million in local cur- 
rency equivalent. 


Egypt’s balance-of-payments posi-, 
tion was expected to be eased by the 
revision on August 30 of the sterling 
releases agreement of July 1, 1951, be- 
tween Egypt and the United Kingdom. 
Under the revision’s terms, the United 
Kingdom released from the blocked 
account in the third quarter £5 mil- 
lion in addition to the £15 million re- 
leased early in the current year, and 
beginning January 1, 1956, will release 
annually through 1960, £20 million, 
£10 million in 1961 and 1962, and the 
balance in 1963. 


Oil Operations Continue 


Continued exploratory and devel- 
opment work in Sinai and exploration 
in the western desert was maintained 
by oil companies operating in these 
areas. Though oil was discovered in 
Sinai and geophysical] findings in the 
western desert were encouraging, no 
crude was produced commercially in 
either fleld up to the end of the 
quarter. 


In the quarter, the Government 
placed under sequestration two im- 
portant and closely related industrial 
enterprises managed by a leading 
Egyptian industrialist. The chief rea- 
sons for this action were the failure 
of one company to pay back taxes and 
the employment of irregular practices 
by both companies. 

The United Nations technical as- 
sistance projects started in the quar- 
ter were: An agricultural marketing 
survey to provide basic data for de- 
veloping expanded market outlets; 
improvement of animal breeding 
through artificial insemination; and 
desert zone research.—Emb., Cairo. 
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Canadian Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


The financial picture includes 
ter money markets, as indicated 
py the August 5 increase in the Bank 
of Canada’s lending rate from 1% 
to 2 percent and the further rise on 
October 12 to 2% percent. Though 
in some circles a tendency prevails 
to regard these changes as intended 
to affect the exchange rate, through 
the spread between U. S. and Ca- 
nadian interest rates, they are taken 
more generally as a practical] result 
of the sharp recovery in economic 
activity on demand for credit. Pre- 
sumably, the authorities believe that 
the’ rapid buildup in employment 
and demand over the summer war- 
rants a more cautious attitude than 
earlier in the year when the bank 
rate was lowered to an unusually 
jow level to stimulate production and 
employment. 

Mortgage loans to finance the build- 
ing boom and the expanding use of 
consumer credit are the special fac- 
tors in credit demand. The presump- 
tion is that both have continued to 
rise. Mortgage loans approved by all 
types of lending institutions were 41 
percent higher in the first half of 
this year than last year. Consumer 
credit at midyear stood at a new 
high and has been utilized exten- 
sively in the large increase in auto- 
mobile sales over the summer. While 
sales of new motor vehicles in Sep- 
tember increased 19 percent in dollar 
value over September 1954, those fi- 
nanced increased 45 percent in dollar 
terms and represented 41 percent of 
the total. 


U. S. Relations Face Problems 


Relations with the United States, 
normally a subject of voluminous and 
often critical Canadian comment, 
seem to be encountering particular 
difficulty, notwithstanding the high 
and increased level of prosperity in 
the two countries. Worry over U. S. 
farm-surplus-disposal policies is a 
factor in Canadian agricultural export 
accounts, for this in part but the 
situation extends to more general 
problems raised by the more com- 
petitive trade position in the United 
States and the world. 

Although Canada has joined other 
countries in preparation for another 


round of negotiations for the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
agitation for increased protection con- 


tinues in industrial circles, and the 
growth of the adverse trade balance 
with the United States this year has 
brought forth further sharp outcries 
against the “excessive” influence of 
the United States on the Canadian 
economy. 


The Tariff Board held preliminary 
hearings early in November in con- 


| nection with the study of the steel 
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tariff ordered by the Minister of 
Finance. * 

Prosperity also has fostered a rather 
new phase of inquiry by many com- 
mentators into the role of U. S. invest- 
ment in Canadian industrial develop- 
ment, questioning whether U. S. par- 
ticipation permits Canadians a suf- 
ficient share in the management and 
profits of Canadian enterprises. 





Bolivian Government .. . : 
(Continued from Page 6) 


ment of the dollar earnings of the 
small- and medium-sized miners af- 
fected by the March decree. He also 
instructed the Mining Bank to process 
the applications for machinery and 
equipment by small- and medium- 
sized mine owners more rapidly. 

The Patino interests have indicated 
their willingness to abide by a Su-- 
preme Court decision in accordance 
with which workers at the Catavi tin 
mine will be paid additional wages 
and fringe benefits for work done in 
the years 1947-49. 


Tin Exports Decline 


Bolivian tin exports for the first 7 
months of 1955 amounted to 15,991 
metric tons fine, or 407 tons less than 
for the corresponding period in 1954. 
The value of exports was $31,185,000 
in the 1955 period and $32,085,000 in 
1954. Lead exports for the period 
January-July dropped from 10,996 
metric tons in 1954 to 9,544 metric 
tons in 1955 and zine exports from 
12,574 to 11,272 metric tons fine. Wolf- 
ram exports were higher than in the 
.1954 period, the figures being 1,783 


‘and 1,416 metric tons fine. 


Production ffigures for recent 
months evidence an even more 
marked general decline. The nation- 
alized mines produced only 15,000 
metric tons fine of tin in the first 8 
months of 1955; at the present 
monthly rate, some 20,600 metric tons 
will be produced for the entire year. 
This figure is appreciably less than 
the 1953 and 1954 figures of 26,031 
and 25,851 metric tons fine. 

An estimate of total Bolivian tin 
production for 1955, on the basis of in- 
complete4+nformation available, would 
be 24,600 metric tons fine; the total 
1954 production was 29,366 metric tons 
fine. Similarly, the 1955 production 
in metric tons fine of the other im- 
portant minerals may be estimated 
about as follows, with the 1954 pro- 
duction figure given in parentheses: 
Wolfram, 2,180 (2,450); lead, 18,592 
(18,161); and zine 17,303 (18,803). 


Cement Plant To Be Completed 

The Bolivian Development Corpo- 
ration has been authorized to com- 
plete the building of the Sucre cement 
plant. A contract for this plant was 
drawn up several years ago by a pri- 
vate group in Sucre with the MIAG 


' 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD. 
Vertriebsgesellschaft of Braunsch 
Germany; however, after an cree 
purchase of machinery and the - 
struction of two buildings to ‘house 
the plant, further was 

Additional machinery will be pur- 
chased by the Development’ Corpora- 
tion from the German firm on a 3%- 
year credit. The completed plant will 
have a daily production capacity of 
75 tons of cement. Meanwhile, the 
Bolivian members of the mixed com- 
missions studying trade possibilities 
between Bolivia and Chile, and be- 
tween Bolivia and Brazil, will propose 
that the existing barter agreements 
be modified to allow the import of 
cement from the two countries into 
Bolivia. 

The Chilean Ambassador in La Paz 
announced that new rolling stock will 
be placed in operation on the Arica- 
La Paz railroad soon. He said that 
the Chilean railroad association was 
obtaining modern locomotives, air- 
conditioned pullman cars, and 40 
freight cars. Plans are to speed up 
the railroad traffic between the two 
cities to a 10-hour schedule from the 


18 to 24 hours now required for the 
trip. 


Agrarian Reform Strengthened 
Under a decree signed September 16, 
all rural property must be registered 
with the Government. Separate ledg- 
ers will be kept for land titles, mort- 
gages and back taxes, and the previ- 
ous status of the hand titles. 


Without the loss of a single animal, 
170 head of Cebu cattle were herded 
overland through dense forests frem 
the Rio Paraguay area in Brazil to 
Reyes in the Beni, a distance of 1,200 
kilometers. The 20 bulls and 150 cows, 
in addition to another 600 head which 
are due to arrive in Reyes in a few 
months, will allow an important im- 
provement in the existing cattle 
strains in the Beni, Bolivia’s principal 
cattle-producing area. 


Despite governmental pressure, the 
telegraph workers, who went on strike 
for higher wages and fringe benefits 
on September 22, refused to return to 
work until they were finally threat- 
ened with loss of their jobs. As a con- 
sequence, telegraph and radio-tele- 
graph communications through the 
International Telephone and Tele- 
graph, All-American, and West Coast 
companies were completely tied up. 

The communications workers de- 
manded a 100-percent wage increase, 
a monthly 20,000-boliviano subsidy for 
workers stationed in the country’s 
tropical areas and partial pay in the 
currency of adjoining countries for 
operators in border cities. Some of the 
fringe benefits were granted them, 
and a promise was made to review the 
wage question after January 1. A 
strike by Panagra employees was set- 
tled by granting them an 80-percent 
wage increase.—Emb., La Paz. 
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Argentina Revises Exchange Controls 


The Argentine Minister of Finance and Central Bank have issued 
numerous decrees, resolutions, and circulars spelling out the many 
revisions in the new exchange-control system (Foreign Commerce Week- 


ly, Nov. 14, 1955, p. 7). 


The basic decrees and resolution issued by the Minister of Finance 


on October 27, 1955, are summarized as 
follows: 

eDecree 2000—A single foreign-ex- 
change rate of 18 pesos per dollar, or 
its equivalent in other foreign cur- 
rencies replaces the previous official 
buying and selling rates of 5 and 7.50 
pesos per dollar applicable to imports 
and exports. 

eResolution 986.—Financial remit- 
tances and the movement of funds to 
or from other countries, with certain 
exceptions, can be carried out freely 
and will not reouire previous au- 
thorization from the Central Bank. 
Such operations will be effected ex- 
clusively at exchange rates prevailing 
in the free market. Funds, invest- 
ments, and other assets already in 
Argentina which belong to oversea 
residents still are subject to control 
by the Central Bank until the ex- 
change situation permits their gradual 
release. Beginning with June 30, 1955, 
earnings on foreign-owned assets can 
be transferred through the free- 
market rate without authorization 
from the Central Bank. Exchange 
arising from the export of goods not 
in the list of those to which the 
official rate of exchange applies may 
be sold at the free market rate, pro- 
vided the imported component of such 
goods does not exceed 20 percent of 
the sales price abroad. 

eDecree 2001.— Merchandise im- 
ported under permits now outstand- 
ing must pay the difference between 
their c. and f. value at the former 
exchange rates and such value at the 
new exchange rate. This differential 
also applies in the computation of 
customs duties. The merchandise im- 
ported under existing permits will not 
be cleared through customs without 
evidence of payment of this differ- 
ence. In the case of goods already 
sold, the difference may be charged 
back to the buyer. Exceptions to the 
provisions of this decree are made in 
the case of fuel imports and imports 
for government account. 


®Decree 2002.—Banks and institu- 
tions authorized to deal in exchange 
will retain up to 25 percent of the peso 
proceeds from the purchase of foreign 
exchange arising from exports. 

®Decree 2003.—The Ministry of Fi- 
nance is empowered to fix a sur- 
charge on exchange bought in the 
free market to pay for imports to 
which the free-market rate applies. 
The importer will pay this surcharge 
in foreign exchange, before customs 
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clearance, on the basis of the c.- 
and-f. value of the merchandise. 


®Decree 2004.—A National Economic 
Recovery Fund is created under the 
direction of an administrative council 
consisting of representatives of agri- 
culture, livestock, industry, and labor, 
presided over by the Minister of Fi- 
nance. The resources of this fund 
will come from the differential on im- 
ports under Decree 2001, the reten- 
tions authorized under Decree 2002, 
and the surcharge provided for under 
Decree 2003. The resources of this 
fund are to be used for the technilogi- 
cal and ecenomic development of ag- 
ricultural and livestock production 
and in the payment of temporary 
subsidies that may be established for 
alleviating the effect of price changes 
on the cost of living. 


New Circulars Issued 

Pursuant to these basic decrees and 
resolutions, the Central Bank on Oc- 
tober 28, 1955, issued Circulars 2294 
through 2314. Highlights of these doc- 
uments are summarized as follows: 

eCircular 2294 gives the official text 
of these decrees and resolution. 


eCircular 2295 fixes the official ex-* 


change rates for sterling, French 
francs, pesetas, Norwegian and Swed- 
ish crowns and escudos, as well as the 
official dollar rate, and indicates that 
the official rate of 18 pesos per dollar 
applies to Argentina’s bilateral trade 
agreements which specify that trade 
and payments are to be carried on 
in terms of the dollar. 


eCircular 2296 provides a list of 
commodities which may be exported 
at the official exchange rate of 18 
pesos per dollar, or its equivalent in 
other currencies, and establishes a 
scale of retentions. The 25-percent re- 
tention list includes such products as 
unwashed wool, unprocessed cowhides, 
sheepskins, mareskins, goatskins, pig- 
skins, fresh milk and cream, cattle 
horns, bones, hooves, hair, livermeal, 
wild-animal skins, poultry feathers, 
quebracho, petroleum and derivatives, 
and coal. The twenty-percent reten- 
tion applies to washed wool. 


The 15-percent retention list in- 
cludes most meats; combed and 
carded wool; butter; cheese; casein; 
certain animal byproducts; donkeys; 
bulls; goats; poultry and breeding 
stock; meat extracts; meat paste and 
juices; pickled hides; powdered, con- 


i 


densed, and evaporated milk; resins: 
and animal feed. : 

Ten percent retention products ip. 
clude wheat, corn, linseed, 
grains, flour, oilseeds and oil 
cottonseed oil, linseed oil, sunflower. 
seed oil, peanut oil, tung oil, and 
bracho extract. Export products for 
which there is no retention include 
tungsten, bismuth, copper, silver, lead, 
zinc, and other metals; and 
quartz, mica, and other stones, 

eCircular 2297 announces regula- 
tions for the sale of foreign exe 
in connection with exports. Generally, 
the previous requirement of advance 
payment or a letter of credit is con- 
tinued with respect to exports at the 
official rate, but this is not required 
for exports at the free-market rate, 

eCircular 2298 provides that Argen- 
tine reexports are to be effected at 
the official exchange rate, with a re- 
tention of 25 percent of the peso pro- 
ceeds from the sale of foreign ex- 
change. 

eCircular 2299 establishes regula- 
tions for the liquidation of certain 
kinds of operations in the free market. 
Banks authorized to operate in ex- 
change are now permitted to deal 
freely in any foreign currency, making 
purchases and sales of exchange, 
either spot or future, at rates resulting 
from supply and demand. They may 
also effect swap operations with local 
and foreign firms and banks. 

eCircular 2300 states that the price 
of foreign-bank notes is no longer 
fixed at 10 percent of the free-market 
exchange rate. 

eCircular 2301 provides that swap 
operations in effect under Circular 
1642 of October 8, 1952, may be com- 
pleted but no new swap operations will 
be effected. 


eCircular 2302 permits the free en- 
try and outgo of foreign or Argentine 
paper money, the free entry of gold, 
and the free entry of foreign funds. 
It also allows the remittance of earn- 
ings on investments for fiscal periods 
closed subsequent to June 30, 1955, 
passenger fares, and other types of 
remittances. 


eCircular 2303 provides that opera- 
tions under bilateral trade and pay- 
ments agreement with different coun- 
tries will be at the official rate of 
exchange, with the exception of Peru, 
Switzerland, and Uruguay. 

eCircular 2304 lists the commodities 
which may be imported by registered 
importers at the official rate of ex- 
change, including such essential prod- 
ucts as edible oils, fruits, vegetables, 
breeding stocks, steel, wire, cork, alu- 
minum, coal, coke, copper, iron, tin- 
plate, zinc, thread, newsprint, rubber, 
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. raw materials for drug manu- 
. certain agricultural machin- 
ery, and spare parts for tractors and 
anes. 
eCircular 2305 lists the commodities 
which may be imported by registered 
importers at the free-market rate 
without payment of a _ surcharge. 
These include pepper, motors and 
spare parts for phonographs, needles 
for sewing, sheet music, books, maps, 
drawing paper, pen points and me- 
chanical pencil parts, essences in gen- 
eral, ether. various herb roots, seeds, 
picycle spare parts, and electric gene- 
rating equipment. Prior import per- 
mits are presently required for electric 
generating equipment. 
eCircular 2306 lists commodities 
ghich may be imported by registered 
importers throuch the free market, 
with payment of a surcharge of 20 
pesos per dollar. These include auto- 
motive accessories and spare parts, 
spare parts for industrial and other 
machinery, and spare parts for motor- 
cycles 
eCircular 2307 regulates imports un- 
der existing permits. Such import per- 
mits mav be cancelled without penalty 
prior to November 28, 1955, but, if util- 
wed, corresponding merchandise may 
be cleared throuch customs as follows: 


(a) In the case of official market 
permits, merchandise may be cleared 
throuch customs after payment of the 
difference in pesos between the rate 
fixed in the permit on ac. and f. basis 
and the new rate of exchange now ap- 
plicable to the merchandise on the 
date of clearance, plus a surcharge of 
20 pesos per dollar on the c. and f. val- 
uation of the merchandise if the im- 
port is currently on the new list of im- 
ports to which such surcharge now 
applies. Imports effected by govern- 
ment departments for their own use 
and fuel imports are now subject to 
exchange difference or surcharge; 

(b) in the case of free-market per- 
mits with exchanee contracted prior 
to October 28, 1955, merchandise may 
be cleared throuch customs after pay- 
ment of the difference between the c. 
and f. value of the merchandise cal- 
culated at the rate specified in the 
related future exchanee contract and 
the new rate applicable to the mer- 
chandise on the date of clearance, plus 
a surcharge if applicable by Circular 
2306; 


(c) in the case of free-market per- 


petroleurn and derivatives, paints and 
resins 


mits without exchange contracted 
prior to October 28, 1955, merchandise 
may be cleared through customs after 


purchase of required exchange at new 
prevailing rates, without payment of 
further differential or surcharge, if 
merchandise is on the new 18-peso list 
of imports or if merchandise is not yet 
on the new free-exchange rate lists of 
imports; 

(d) in the case of permits without 
Use of exchange, merchandise may be 
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Japan Establishes Requirement 
For Certificates of Origin 


The Japanese Government has established a certificate-of-origin re- 
quirement with respect to specified commodities imported from specified 
countries. This measure, taken under Cabinet Order 150 of 1954 and 
through Cabinet Orders 237 of September 10, 1955, and 250 of September 
20, 1955, is one which will permit the Japanese Government to implement 


its most-favored-nation tariff policy. 


Commodities for which certificates 
of origin are required consist of those 
for which Japan granted tariff re- 
ductions early this year at the Geneva 
negotiations in connection with 
Japan’s accession to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). These concessions were 
made effective on September 10. 


A list of the commodities on which 
Japan reduced its duties in the trade 
agreement with the United States is 
contained in Department of State 
Publication 5881 entitled General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
Analysis of Protocol (Including Sched- 
ules) for Accession of Japan. Duty 
reductions also were made on 
a smaller number of items in con- 
cessions granted to other countries. 

The requirement is applicable to 
those countries to which Japan 
extends most-favored-nation tariff 
treatment on a reciprocal basis under 
the provisions of GATT, the terms of 
the Peace Treaty, treaties of Friend- 
ship, Commerce, and Navigation, or 
bilateral trade agreements, or on an 
ad hoc basis. These include the United 
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, 
India, Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Luxembourg, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Italy, Mexico, and 40 other 
countries. 


The certification must attest that 





the merchandise described is the 
growth or manufacture of the foreign 
country to which Japan extends most- 
favored-nation treatment. It is to be 
submitted in triplicate, accompanied 


‘by the commercial invoice, and must 


contain information concerning mark- 
ings, place. of origin, purchase, de- 
parture, and ultimate destination. 
Certification by an officer of the Jap- 
anese consulate or similar Japanese 
diplomatic establishment in the place 
of origin, purchase, or shipment is re- 
quired. 

If no Japanese consular establish- 
ment is located in the area, certifica- 
tion may be made by the local customs 
authorities or other local government 
agency concerned or by local chambers 
of commerce. The Japanese importer 
is required to present it to the Direc- 
tor of Customs at the time the import 
declaration is made, if he wishes to 
obtain the benefit of the lower rate of 
duty. 

A certification fee of $4 is charged 
by the Japanese diplomatic establish- 
ments. The certificate is valid for 4 
months. Copies of the certificate-of- 
origin forms are available from Japan- 
ese consulates. Certification is not re- 
quired with respect to shipments made 
before October 9 and arriving in 
Japan by the end of 1955; however, 
shipments made after October 9 or ar- 

(Continued on Page 19) 





cleared through customs after pay- 
ment of the difference between the 
free-market rate at the close of busi- 
ness October 27, 1955, and the new 
rate applicable to the merchandise; 

(e) in the case of official or free- 
market imports under Investment Law 
14222, merchandise may be cleared 
through customs without payment of 
exchange difference or surcharge. 

As an alternative to making imme- 
diate payment of exchange differences 
and surcharges, the importer may ob- 
tain an undertaking from his bank 
that the amounts will be paid within 
thirty days of final clearance of the 
goods. These differences and sur- 
charges, as well as retentions from 
certain exports, are to be deposited 
in the National Economic Recovery 
Fund. 

eCircular 2308 gives the procedure 
for importing through the free market 
without exchange permits when no 
surcharge is paid. 

eCircular 2309 gives the procedure 


for importing through the free market 
without an exchange permit when a 
surcharge is to be paid. 

eCircular 2310 indicates that im- 
port permits without use of official 
exchange will no longer be issued. 

eCircular 2311 states that a system 
of automatic permits for certain im- 
ports from Bolivia. Brazil, Chile, Para- 
guay. and Peru will continue. 

eCircular 2312 establishes regula- 
tions on the payment of the. tax, sur- 
charge, and retentions under refer- 
enced decrees into the National Eco- 
nomic Recovery Fund. 

eCircular 2313 states that auto- 
mobiles can. be imported at the free- 
market rate subject to a surcharge 
which the Central Bank will fix. 

eCircular 2314 establishes commis- 
sions on the purchase and sale of ex- 
change in the official market. 

eThe foregoing materially modifies 
Licensing and Exchange Controls, Ar- 
gentina, World Trade Information 
Service, part 2, No. 55-7, January 1955. 
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Final Claims Convention 
Balance Paid by Mexico 


The Mexican Ambassador to the 
United States has presented the Mexi- 
can Government’s check for US$1.5 
million, representing the final pay- 
ment due the United States under 
the Claims Convention concluded 
November 19, 1941, the Department of 
State has announced. 


Under the terms of the convention, 
Mexico agreed to pay the United 
States US$40 million, as the balance 
due from the Government of Mexico 
in full settlement of the following 
claims: 


®All claims filed by the Govern- 
ments of the United States and of 
Mexico with the General Claims Com- 
mission, established by the two coun- 
tries pursuant to the convention 
signed September 8, 1923. 


®All agrarian claims of nationals of 
the United States against the Govern- 
ment of Mexico, which arose subse- 
quent. to August 30, 1927, and prior to 
October 7, 1940, including those re- 
ferred to in the agreement effected 
by exchange of notes signed by the 
Governments of the United States and 
of Mexico on November 9 and 12, 1938, 
respectively. 


®All other claims of nationals of 
either country, which arose subsequent 
to January 1, 1927, and prior to Octo- 
ber 7, 1940, and involving international 
responsibility of either Government 
toward the other Government as a 
consequence of damage to, or loss or 
destruction of, or wrongful interfer- 
ence with the property of the nationals 
of either country. 


Not included in the convention were 
claims based upon expropriation of 
petroleum properties. Payment on 
those claims was completed in 1947. 





India Releases New Export 
Quotas for Peanuts, Oil 


Additional quotas of peanuts and 
peanut oil have been released for ex- 
port from India, the Government has 
announced. 

Established shippers will be per- 
mitted to export an additional 15 per- 
cent of the quantity exported by them 
under the last preceding quota. 

Allotments to peanut crushers will 
amount to one-third of previous in- 
dividual quotas. Other crushers who 
exported peanut oilcake between Feb- 
ruary and September 1955 also will be 
permitted to export small quantities 
of peanut oil. 

Exported quotas of hand-picked, se- 
lected peanuts will be granted an es- 
tablished exporter, equal to 62% per- 
cent of his base-year shipments. Co- 
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operative societies of peanut growers 
to whom quotas of hand-picked, se- 
lected peanuts were allocated in July 
1955 will be allowed another similar 
export quota. 





Venezuela Specifies 
Frozen Food Marking 


All shipments of frozen and cold- 
storage foods entering Venezuelan 
ports on or after November 1 are sub- 
ject to a new regulation for the mark- 
ing of shipping cases at point of origin 
or U. S. port of embarkation. 

Each shipment of frozen or cold- 
storage foods now must be marked 
by an identification number which 
must be obtained by the Venezuelan 
importer from the Venezuelan customs 
authorities and forwarded to the U. S. 
shipper at the time the order is placed. 
This identification number must be 
printed or stenciled with indelible ink 
on each shipping carton or case, in 
addition to the usual distinguishing 
marks, and must be at least 4 inches, 
or 10 centimeters, high. 

This identification number also must 
be entered on the consular invoice and 
on the bill of lading, in addition to 
such marks as are regularly used. 


The object of the new regulation is 
to avoid confusion in the handling 
and clearing of such shipments 
through Venezuelan customs—Vene- 
zuelan Cons. Gen., New York. 


The new regulations should be noted 
in Department of Commerce publica- 
tion Preparing Shipments to Vene- 
zuela, World Trade Information Serv- 
ice, part 2, No. 55-84. 


Curb on Bank Credits 


Imposed in Austria 


The Austrian Minister of Finance 
is now enforcing a new credit agree- 
ment with the Austrian banks provid- 
ing for drastic credit restrictions with 
the purpose of reducing and stabiliz- 
ing the current price level. 


The agreement binds the banks to 
collect certain overdrawn credits im- 
mediately, reduce the overall credit 
volume by 10 percent within 3 months, 
and grant new credits only on consid- 
erably more stringent terms. 


These measures may produce a cer- 
tain “shock” on. the economy, the 
Finance Minister indicated, but they 
had become necessary to avert infla- 
tion. Moreover, the money shortage 
would force business to sell off ex- 
cessive inventories at lower prices and 
to devote more attention to exports. 

The Minister also implied that fur- 
ther measures would be considered 
if the new restriction of credits should 
not suffice to curb the upward trend 
in prices—Emb., Vienna. 





Philippine Rules Se¢ 
On Imports FromU. §. 


The Philippine Government hag ex. 
plained what constitutes “entry fo, 
consumption” of imports from the 
United States, in Customs Adminis. 
trative Order No. 195. 


This will have an important bear. 
ing on payment of duties on U, S 
articles, as under the revised U, §. 
Philippine trade agreement such arti- 
cles “entered for consumption” wil} be 
entered duty free until January j 
1956, and on and after that date du. 
ties will be levied at 25 percent of 
regular Philippine duty rates. 

The Customs order states that U, 8, 
articles shall be deemed entered in 
the Philippines for consumption when 
the entry form is properly filed and 
accepted, together with any required 
related documents, at the port or sta. 
tion by the designated Customs officer, 
and any duties, taxes, etc., have been 
paid or assured to be paid, provided 
that the merchandise has previously 
arrived within the limits of the port 
of entry. 

The goods need not have been un- 
laden at the time the entry form is 
filed and accepted, and duties and 
taxes have been paid. The applicable 
rates of duty shall be the rates in 
effect at the time the making of the 
entry as stated is completed, that is, 
no duties on U.S. articles entered prior 
to January 1, 1956, and 25 percent of 
regular Philippine rates on and after 
that date. 


Details of the U. S.-Philippine trade 
agreement are contained in Summary 
and Text of Revised United States- 
Philippine Trade Agreement, World 
Trade Information Service, Part 1, No. 
55-95, copies of which are available 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, at 10 cents each. 
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IRAQ 
Extends Deadline for Labeling 


The effective date of Iraq’s new 
regulations requiring the labeling, in 
Arabic, of all imported proprietary 

tent medicines (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 20, 1955, p. 26) has been 
extended a second time. 

The regulations are to become effec- 
tive on April 20, 1956, instead of on 
October 20, 1955.—Emb., Baghdad. 


MEXICO 


Waives Duty on Some Vehicles 


Amphibious jeeps, helicopters, and 
small planes imported by agricultural- 
ists, ranchers, and other individuals 
have been declared exempt from 
Mexican import duties for a 6-month 
period beginning October 28. 

This exemption arises from the 
emergency need for such vehicles in 
extensive areas of the country affected 
by the September hurricanes and 
floods.—Diario Oficial, October 28, 
1955. 





Raises Thermos Bottle Duties 


Mexican import duties on some 
thermos bottles have been increased, 
effective November 11, through modi- 
fications of the tariff items, as follows: 


8.52.40. Containers of glass with insulating 
Walls for conserving temperature of the con- 
tents, commercially called thermos, with a 
capacity up to 1.000 cc Duty: 2 pesos per 
gross kilogram and 30 percent ad valorem 

New specific classification Former classifi- 
eation amend d ind renumbered No. 8.52.41. 

8.52.41. Containers of all kinds with in- 
sulating wal's for conserving temperature of 
the content commercially called thermos, 
with a capacity « 1,000 cc. and up to 
15 liter Duty eso per gross kilogram 
and 20 percent ad valorem 

No change #7 duties. Classification number 
revised and description amended through ad- 
dition of “over 1,000 cc.” 


—Diario Oficial, November 3, 1955. 


PERU 


Raises Duties on Food Products 


The Peruvian Government has con- 
siderably increased its specific im- 
port duties on various preserved food 
products, throuch a Supreme resolu- 
tion dated October 31, published on 
November 7, and to become effective 
90 days after publication, or on Feb- 
Tuary 5, 1956. 

A new tariff classification also has 
been established for preserved pine- 
apple. This item, formerly appearing 
under tariff No. 174, now is to be 
numbered 174-A and is to have a 
higher specific duty. 

The unified surtax rate of 1334 per- 
cent which has applied on the c. i. f. 
value of these preserved food prod- 
ucts is to remain unchanged. 

Items affected and their new classi- 
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fications and specific duties, in soles 
per gross kilogram, with former rates 
shown in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 sol—approximately US$0.0526; 1 
kilogram—2.2046 pounds) : 

174-A, Preserved neapples, in their own 
juice, in water, or in sugar sirup, packed in 
tinplate or glass containers, 3 (2). 

195, Preserved peas, 2 (1.50). 

198, Preserved asDaragus, 3 (1). 

(seat. Preserved beans, called baked beans, 3 

206, Preserved tomato sauce, 3 (2). 


297, Fruit jtuices and sirups of all other 
classes, 3 (1.50). 


—Emb., Lima. 


Raises Duty on Small Cordage 


The specific duty rates on small- 
size cordage made of vegetable fibers 
were raised by the Peruvian Govern- 
ment in a Supreme resolution issued 
on October 31, and the new rates are 
scheduled to go into effect on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1956. 


The unified surtax of 1324 percent 
which has applied on the c. i. f. value 
of such small cordage is to remain 
unchanged. 


The specific duties on large-diame- 
ter rope, which is not yet made in 
the country, are kept at the former 
low rates. 

To accomplish the changes in spe- 
cific duties on small-size cordage it 
was necessary to subdivide the former 
tariff classifications for cordage ac- 
cording to kind and size. 


The new tariff descriptions and 
specific duties, in soles per gross kilo- 
gram, are as follows (1 sol—approxi- 
mately US$0.0526; 1 kilogram=2.2046 
pounds): 

1669, Roepe made of coir, sisal, 
similar vegetable fibers, 
diameter, 2 

1669-A, Rope made of coir, sisal, agave, 


and similar vegetable fibers, over 1 inch in 
diameter, 0.15 


1670, Manila or abaca (Musa textilis) rope, 
up to 1 inch in diameter, 0.30. 


1670-A, Manila or abaca (Musa textilis) 
rope, over 1 inch in diameter, 0.15. 

Import duties on tariff items Nos. 
1669 and 1670 formerly were bound by 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, but the concessions on these 
two items were withdrawn under arti- 
cle XXVIII negotiations held in 
Geneva (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Sept. 26, 1955, p. 9) —Emb., Lima, 


agave, and 
up to 1 inch in 


SYRIA 


Raises Duties on Several Items 


The Syrian Government has changed 
a number of import duties of interest 
to U. S. exporters. 

Tariff items affected and their new 
duties, in percent ad valorem or-in 
Syrian currency per unit specified, and 
former rates shown in parentheses, 
are as follows (1 Syrian pound= 
approximately US$0.27 at the free- 
market rate): 


294. Films and plates of celluloid and similar 


singe ‘ “ ) 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
materials, sensitized for photography, 20 per- 
cen 

295. Other tes of glass, metal, etc., seme 
sitized for Fi aE 20 percent (15). ii 

Cutter XLVI. Silk and floss silk, toe 
silk, and artificial textile fibers; metal 

taaien T Fabrics of natural silk, floss 

appe), or floss silk waste, or inter- 

a 447, Ribbons of velvet or plush, other, 
50 percent (40). 448, velvets and plushes, 36 


t (40). 
A. TIT. Other get SS articles at, m1 
floss silk, and floss silk weap TF mnie 
mixed or mixed with other textiles: 455, Tuiles 
and net fabrics, (a) *, s. re one silk, or floss 
silk waste, pure 
(40); 456, ince, iad ¢ of er 
ne vente. 2 we ure or intermixed, 50 percent ( 
B. I. Fabrics of pure seine silk: 
be te and plushes, a t (40). 
Ill. Fabrics of art silk waste and 
a artificial textile Pisoni 478, Velvets and 
plushes, 50 percent (40). 

B. V. Other articles of artificial silk, artificial 
silk waste, and artificial textile fibers, 
or not mixed with 
486, Lace, (a) of artificial 
waste, ® and artificial textile fi 
ing per square meter (1) 75 grams 
8£12 per net kilogram, minimum duty 0 — 
cent wade (2) more than 75 s£10 

net kilogram, minimum duty percent ( 
a XLVIII. Soren: met; pe of oot 

nm, common, plain, in the piece, percen 
(25); 538, tulles and net fabrics, of cotton, 
figured, 50 percent (40); 539); lace of cotton, 
50 percent (25). 


—Emb., Damascus. 





France Imports . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


million; and wool and hair, $2.4: mil- 
lion to $3.2 million. 

Despite these substantial gains, 
French exports to the United States 
in the first 9 months of the year coy- 
ered only 40 percent of imports. The 
trade deficit, which was $167.9 million 
in January-September 1954, was 
$206.8 million in 1955. Increased gold 
and dollar reserves, derived from ex- 
traordinary receipts from U. S. mili- 
tary expenditures, have made pos- 
sible the high import level! / 





Overall Prospects . . . 


(Continued from Page 7) 


vided a strong stimulus in tertiary ac- 
tivities and services. Hotels, transport, 
and many retail outlets enjoyed extra- 
ordinary tourist receipts. The evident 
growth of domestic tourism in average 
income brackets caused one of the 
leading financial journals to express 
concern about the effect on savings. 


September brought the normal gen- 
eral resumption of commercial activ- 
ities, the Chamber of Commerce pre- 
dicting generally better than average 
gains in the fourth quarter.—Emb., 
Rome. 





Belgian takings of U. S. leaf tobacco 
in the first 8 months of 1955 repre- 
sented only 42.1 percent of total im- 
ports, as compared with 43.9 percent 
last year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


Imports of burley and flue-cured 
from Italy, India, Canada, Rhodesia, 
and other African countries are being 
stepped up b:cause prices are lower 
in Fc countries than in the United 

es. 
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Indian Firms Seek U. S. Capital, Technical 
Assistance for Diversified Industries 


Four new proposals from India of- 
fer American investors an opportunity 
to extend technical assistance as well 
as capital to a wide variety of new in- 
dustries which include the manufac- 
ture of cosmetics, household electrical 
appliances, ball and roller bearings, 
and synthetic yarns. The importance 
of technical assistance in all of these 
enterprises is stressed. 

John Paterson & Co. (India), Ltd., 
Clensel Works, Foreshore Rd., Sibpore, 
P. O. Howrah, Calcutta, manufac- 
turers of hard soap, liquid soap, and 
agricultural insecticides, is interested 
in concluding a licensing agreement 
with an American manufacturer of 
quality toilet soaps, cosmetics, sham- 
poos, toothpaste, and related items for 
the manufacture in India of these 
products. While the firm reportedly is 
well equipped, patents, processes, 
technical assistance, and some addi- 
tional machinery are required. 

A second Indian firm, Krishnan Par- 
shad Brothers, 25 Jawahar Nagar, 
Subzimandi, New Delhi, would like 
U. S. assistance in the establishment 
of a hew factory manufacturing indus- 
trial and consumer fans such as table 
oscillating and pedestal fans, and air 
circulators. The company plans to 
produce these items immediately, later 
expanding into the manufacture of 
electric percolators, hotplates, kitchen 
ranges, irons, toasters, washing ma- 
chines, and vacuum cleaners. 

Some $210,000 has reportedly been 
set aside for this new enterprise, and 
financing up to $1,050,000 is said to be 
available to the company from local 
sources. American collaboration in 
both the fan and apovlisnce divisions 
of the company is desired. 

Mr. Krishnan Parshad Mehra, a 
member of the board of directors of 
the company, is planning a month’s 
visit to the United States bezinning 
January 10, 1956, to discuss with in- 
terested American firms the estab- 
lishment of this new factory. 


Bearings Plant Proposed 


Approximately $420,000 in American 
capital as well as technical assistance 
is souzcht by Taparia & Co., 137 Can- 
ning Street, Calcutta, for the erection 
of a plant in India to manufacture 
ball and roller bearings. Details of 
this proposal may be obtained upon 
request from the company at the Cal- 
cutta address. 

The manufacture of yarn from im- 
ported cut staple synthetic fibers in- 
cluding acetate, viscose, and ardil of 
1.5 deniers and up to 2.5-inch staple, 
has been proposed by the Coimbatore 
Cotton Mills, Ltd., Singanallur P. O., 
Coimbatore. 

,, Specifications and processes for a 
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modern manufacturing plant of 12,800 
spindles, plant layout, personnel re- 
quirements, and other relevant data 
pertaining to plant operation are 
needed by the milling company. Cap- 
ital for this factory is said to be avail- 
able from local sources. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
these firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms for $1 each from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign. Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


Helmets, Other Items 


Wanted in Greece 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 El Venizelos 
Street, Athens, requests tenders un- 
til December 8 for 3,000 helmets with 
headphones; and for 13,200 yards 
(36 in. x 5 yd.) impervious cloth, bid 
deadline December 19. 

The municipality of Atalante calls 
for bids for 600 water meters, bid 
deadline December 14. 

Additional information and assist- 
ance to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

Covies of bidding conditions and 
specifications are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
licence Division, Bureau of Foreign 


Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


French Firm Offers, Seeks 
Licensing Opportunities 


The French firm, Laboratoires Rio- 
chimiouest de l’Est, 6 rue Siblot at 
Lure, Haute Saone, offers its license 
for the manufacture in the United 
States of a medical preparation, 
Aerocos, for the treatment of lung 
ailments. The firm also wishes to en- 
ter into licensing agreements with 
American manufacturers of pharma- 
ceutical and veterinary products to 
produce these specialties in France. 


Interested : parties are invited to 
correspond direct with the firm at the 
Haute Saone address. A descriptive 
pamphlet, in French, is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A 
World Trade Directory report on the 
firm also is available to qualified U. S. 
companies. 








— 


French Instrument Firm 
Asks License Agreement 


A French manufacturer of optica) 
and precision instruments such as 
binoculars, cameras, sextants, Deri- 
scopes—Robert Laverdure (Airoptic), 
Chemin du Grand Canedel, Aubagne, 
Bouches du Rhone—wishes to be li- 
censed by an American company for 
manufacturing optical and/or pre¢i- 
sion instruments. ; 

The plant, located near Marseille, 
has 3,000 square meters of covered 
premises and about 100 machine tools 
with which the firm manufactures 
such diversified items as aircraft peri- 
scopic sextants, spare parts for U. 8, 
trucks and locomotives, control in- 
struments for the petroleum industry, 
and spare parts for diesel motors. 

Airoptic also would consider receiy- 
ing capital and equipment in exchange 
for royalties or shares, or entering 
into any mutually satisfactory agree- 
ment. Interested parties should cor- 
respond direct with the company at 
the Aubagne address. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Airoptic is available to qualified U. 8. 
firms for $1. 





Ceylon To Purchase 
Cloth, Steel Bars 


The Government Stores Depart- 
ment, Colombo, invites tenders until 
January 10, 1956, for the supply of 
10,000 yards of bleached long cloth, 
80,000 yards of grey unbleached shirt- 
ing, and 120,000 yards of grey un- 
bleached sheeting. 

The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo, invites tenders until January 
31 for 254.1 metric tons of flat mild 
steel bars, 547.2 long tons of round 
mild steel bars, and 25 hundredweight 
of square mild steel bars. 

Tender forms may be obtained from 
the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyo- 
ming Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
Copies of tenders as well as samples 
of the cloth are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


India To Buy Bars and Rods 

The Iron and Steel Controller, 33 
Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta, invites 
bids until December 15 for 5,000 tons 
of bars and rods. Tender No. CDN/A/ 
86/5201/7. 

Bids should be submitted on pre- 
scribed forms, which contain detailed 
specifications, obtainable from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
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Firm in Congo Wants 
U. S. Flour Agency 


An agency for U. S. flour is sought 
py the Belgian Congo firm, Compagnie 
commerciale Congo-Suisse, “‘Redelco,” 
p. P. 347, Leopoldville. 


Reportedly an established importer 
and wholesaler experienced in the 
four business, with facilities for dis- 
tributing throughout the Congo, the 
company wants a well-known brand 
of flour of high-protein content. 
Redelco wishes to deal directly with 
a U. S. flour manufacturer, not 
through a shipping firm or wholesaler. 
To insure a competitive price they 
prefer to ship via fast direct steam- 
ship lines from New York or New 
Orleans, avoiding the slower boats 
which stop at several African ports 
en route. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Redelco at the 
address given. A World Trade Di- 
rectory report on this company is 
available to qualified U. S. firms from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 





Railway in Greece Invites 
Bids for Wooden Ties 


The Piraeus - Athens - Pebponnesus 
Railway (SPAP) has issued an inter- 
national bid invitation for the pur- 
chase of about 50,000 to 150,000 pieces 
of ordinary wooden ties, and 500 cubic 
meters of special wooden ties for 
bridges and switches. The closing 
date for the submission of bids is De- 
cember 8. 


A-copy of the bid announcement 
and drawings is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
Merce, Washineton 25, D. C. Addi- 
tional information and assistance to 
prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Ad- 
ministration, 729 15th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. 





New Zealand Invites Bids 
On Electrical Equipment 


The State Hydroelectric Depart- 
ment, Wellington, invites tenders un- 
til March 20, 1956, for the supply and 
delivery of 11 switchgears, 1 switch 
handling truck, 2 outdoor transform- 
ers, and spares as indicated. 

A copy of specification No. SHD 
22/135/23 and drawings is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
or from the New Zealand Government 
Trade Commissioner, 1346 Connecti- 
cut Avenue NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


December 5, 1955 





New Zealand Ministry To 
Buy Drilling Equipment 
The Stores Manager, Ministry 

of Works, Wellington C.1, will re- 

ceive quotations until December 

15 for the supply and delivery of 


a wide range of drilling equip- 
ment, Tender No. S8.M.Q. 311. 


A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., and 
from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, 1346 
Connecticut Avenue, Washington 
6, D. C. 











Investment Counsel Services 
Offered by Firm in France 


Armand Lanote, 23 rue Galilee, 
Paris, has announced the establish- 
ment of a counseling and brokerage 
firm to assist foreigners in France 
with commercial, legal, and invest- 
ment problems. 


Mr. Lanote, a former Conseiller 
Municipal de Paris—Paris municipal 
councilor—reportedly is prepared to 
assist U. S. investors with every phase 
of their contractual arrangements 
with French firms or individuals. 


Details of the services which the 
firm is prepared to offer may be ob- 
tained upon recuest from Mr. Lanote 
at his Paris address. A World Trade 
Directory report is available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., for 
$1. 





Indian Firm Wants Agency 
For Machinery, Equipment 


Exclusive revresentation for a wide 
ranze of machinery and equipment is 
sought by Bakubhai Ambalal, Ltd., 
Calico Mills Premises, P. B. 28, Ahme- 
dabad. 


The company is interested in repre- 
senting American manufacturers of 
the following textile machinery: 
Bleaching and finishing, sewing- 
thread manufacturing, cheese dyeing, 
and automatic bin pilers. Agencies for 
chemical plants and equipment, oil 
crushing and processing machinery, 
electrocells for caustic soda manu- 
facture also are wanted. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Bakubhai Ambalal, Ltd., 
at the address ‘given. A World Trade 
Directory report on the firm is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies for $1. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Rhodesia, Nyasaland 


Soon To Invite Bids 


The Federal Hydroelectric Board of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, soon will invite 
tenders from experienced contracting 
firms for the supply, delivery, and 
erection of the water turbines, gen- 
erators, and main transformers re- 
quired for the Kariba hydroelectric 
scheme. 


Interested contractors should sub- 
mit full details of their qualifications 
and experience in duplicate by Decem- 
ber 12 to the Secretary, Federal Hy- 
droelectric Board, P. O. Box 630, Salis- 
bury, with a copy to the Mechanical 
and Electrical Consulting Engineers, ’ 
Merz & McLellan, Carliol House, New- 
castle upon Tyne, 1, England. Tender 
documents and drawings will be issued 
to those firms who satisfy the re- 
quirements of the board. 


A copy of the announcement of this 
proposed tender, giving specifications, 
is available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Nicaragua Needs Substations 
And Transmission Lines 


Empresa Nacional de Luz y Fuerza, 
Managua, requests quotations on the 
supply of 110 miles of 69-kilovolt 
transmission lines, 57 miles of 13.2- 
kilovolt transmission lines, 6 receiving 
substations totaling 22,000 kilovolt- 
amperes, 1 sending substation totaling 
15,000 kilovolt-amperes, and distribu- 
tion systems for 15 towns for the na- 
tional power system of the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua. 

Bidding documents are obtainable 
from Empresa Nacional’s consulting 
engineers, the Kuljian Corporation, at 
1200 North Broad Street, Philadelphia 
21, Pa. Quotations should reach that 
company before February 3, 1956. 


Egypt Extends Bid Deadline 


The opening date of the tender for 
supply and erection of a television 
broadcasting system in Cairo has been 
postponed from November 21 to De- 
cember 21. 


This bid invitation was announced 


in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Octo- 
ber 31, 1955, page 12. 








U. S. exports of tobacco products, 
valued at $5.7 million, were 14 percent 
higher in Septembé@r 1955 than for 
the like month last year, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

The largest increase was in exports 
of smoking tobacco in bulk—829,000 
pounds, as compared with 431,000 
pounds for the same month last year. 
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Thailand Tin Mine 
Wants U. S. Capital 


The Huay Chirng Choy Tin Mine of 
Chombung, in Ratburi Province, Thai- 
land, is seeking an investment from 
American sources of approximately 
$45,000 for the expansion and further 
development of its tin-mining tract 
opened in 1954. 

A tract of 3,000 rais, or 1,200 acres, 
has been surveyed; however, the com- 
pany holds a concession for only 300 
rais at present. Acquisition of the 
remainder of the tract can be ob- 
tained if additional capital becomes 
available. The ore extracted from the 
35 to 40 pits put down thus far, the 
company states, has been found to 
contain between 800 and 1,000 grams 
of 72 percent tin-ore concentrate per 
cubic meter. 

A detailed description of the mine 
including a survey man of the site is 
available, for review from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Additional information also 
may be obtained from N. M. Klearn, 
216 Bisanulok Road, Bangkok. 





Iran To Purchase Trucks, 


Station Wagons, Jeeps 


The Procurement Department, Min- 
istry of Post, Telegraph, and Tele- 
phone, in Tehran, invites price quota- 
tions on several trucks, station wag- 
ons, and jeeps, as follows: Chassis for 
2-ton trucks, %-ton small open-bed 
trucks, station wagons without seats 
or windows, Willys Jeeps with rear 
box. 

Interested American manufacturers 
should address their offers and dis- 
count prices, if available, c. and f. 
Khorramshahr direct to the Procure- 
ment Department at the address given 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 





The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
ere undertaken with these 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 


should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (°). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


In Foreign Countries 


Clothing: 

New Zealand—Corgi (N. Z.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer of lingerie, casual wear, 
and plastic rainwear), P. O. Box 9202, 
Newmarket, Auckland, is interested in 
obtaining license to manufacture in 
New Zealand women’s casual wear, 
and sportswear. Firm wishes to select 
articles for production from samples 
and patterns, then purchase sample 
outright and pay royalty on garments 
manufactured from it. 


Drugs: 

Belgium—Recherche et Industrie 
Therapeutiques “R. I. T.” S. A. (manu- 
facturer of penicillin, aureomycin, and 
tetracycline), 9 rue du Tilleul, Genval, 
wishes to manufacture under license in 
Belgium antibiotics other than those 
presently manufactured by firm. Li- 
cense is requested for Benelux coun- 
tries and Belgian Congo. 


Rubber Goods: 

Australia—Swift Rubbert Pty., Ltd. 
(manufacturer of all tvpes of rubber 
and sponge-rubber moldings, and ex- 
trusions), 408-410 Hoddle St., Clifton 
Hill, Victoria, seeks licensing agrec- 
ment with. U. S. firm to manufacture 
rubber articles not made in Australia. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

England—Hunt, Roope & Co., Ltd. 
(importer. exporter), 11 Eastcheap. 
London, E. C. 3, wishes tp export direct 
or through agent port wine. Firm 
would prefer sales organization for 
the entire United States. 


Cutlery: 

Germany—Franz Fuerst (manufac- 
turer, exporter of cutlery), 16 Son- 
nenstrasse, Solingen, wishes to ex- 
port direct stainless steel tableware. 
Illustrated leaflets available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

Italy—Cavaliere Pompeo Perno 
(manufacturer), Via del Pozzo 27, 
Messina, wishes to export direct or 
through agent citrus-peel products in 
brine, such as citrus-peel cubes 4”- 
%”, and citrus-peel strips and discs 
according to order. 











Syrian Port To Purchase 
Water-Main Materials 


The Latakia Port Authority 
calls for bids until December 27 
for the supply of materials re. | 
quired for water mains at La~ 
takia Port. 


A copy of the book of condj- 
tions and list of materials js 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Dj. 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Forest Products: 

India—Singapore Cane Manufactur- 
ing Co. (manufacturer, wholesaler), 
137 Canning St., Calcutta, wishes to 
export direct or through agent cane 
for basket and furniture manufacture 
as follows: Splitting cane, %4” to %” 
in diameter, 10’ to 12’ long, packed in 
112-lb. bundles; furniture cane, 1” to 
2” in diameter, 4’ to 6’ or 12’ long, 
packed 50 sticks to a bundle. Mini- 
mum shipment 25 tons. 


Heat Exchangers: 

Sweden—Ingeniorsfirma Axel Win- 
roth Verkstader (manufacturer), 7-9 
Kungsgatan, Enkoping, wishes to offer 
on an outright sale basis good-quality 
heat exchangers of Swedish manufac. 
ture. Packing instructions, as well as 
any information to facilitate ship- 
ment, desired by firm. Illustrated leaf- 
let available.* 


Instruments, Scientific: 

Germany—Herfurth GmbH (manu- 
facturer of electrophysical apparagus), 
6-8 Beerenweg, Hamburg-Altona, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 50 sets monthly of high-grade 


radiation monitors and radio-tele- 
phone sets. Illustrated leaflets avail- 
able.* 

Machinery: 


Germany—aAlbrecht Baeumer, Ma- 
schinen- und Apparatebau (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 24 Asdorferstrasse, 
Freudenberg Kr. Siegen/Westf., wishes 
to export direct horizontal-splitting 
and vertical-cutting machines for 
working on light rubber products, in- 
cluding foamed rubber, felt, and 
similar products. 

Sweden—Ingeniorsfirma Axel Win- 
roth Verkstader (manufacturer), 7-9 
Kungsgatan, Enkoping, offers on an 
outright sale basis good-quality con- 
densate traps. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Metals and Minerals: 

Englande—Dalgety & Co., Ltd. (sales 
agent), 65-68 Leadenhall St., London, 
E. C. 3, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 2,000 to 3,000 tons 
monthly of raw magnesite from 
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pritish East Africa, 46%-42% MgO be- 
fore ignition. 


Seeds: 

Jtaly—Max Herb (wholesaler, ex- 
r), Via della Piazzola 36, Naples, 

wishes to export direct high-grade 

flower and vegetable seeds. 


Textiles: 
England—The Plushpile Carpet Co. 
rt Division), “Utd. (manufac- 
turer), 3 Chepstow St., Manchester 1, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent plushionpile—an all-wool pile 
woven in the manner of a wilton— 
gelf-lay carpeting with a rubber back- 
ing, and an underfelt or a foam- 
rubber underlay, damp resisting, fully 
mothproofed, no binding required. 
Leaflet and samples available.* 
France—Etablissements Agache 
(manufacturer), 12 rue du Vieux Fau- 
pourg, Lille (Nord), wishes to export 
direct or through agent 50 to 100 tons 
monthly of linen thread for spinning 
and weaving described as follows: 
Cable and union, long strands and 
tow, dry and wet, used for manufac- 
turing thread and piece goods. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Books and Periodicals: 

Germany—Buchhandlung Louis 
Baecker (importer and retailer of 
books, stationery, and office supplies), 
189 Hauptstrasse, Solingen, wishes to 
purchase direct scientific books. 





Germany—Hermann Behrendt, 
Buchhandlung und Antiquariat (im- 
porter), 5a Am Hof, Bonn a. Rh., 
wishes to purchase direct scientific 
books and periodicals. 

Germany—cClaus Lincke, vorm. Dei- 
ters’ Buchhandlung GmbH (importer), 
96 Koenigsallee, Duesseldorf, wishes to 
purchase direct books and periodicals. 

Building Materials: 

Netherlands—N. V. Handel Maats- 
chappij Sih Khay Hie Nederland 
(buying agent for Sih Khay Hie 
Trading Co., Ltd., Djakarta, Indo- 
nesia), 322 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for bvilding materials, in- 
cluding hinges, concrete iron, flat 


iron, profile iron; cement, and electric 
wire. Firm wishes complete lists of 
products manufactured. 


Chemicals: 

Germany—Breckwoldt & Co. (im- 
porting distributor), 48-50 Deich- 
strasse, Hamburg, wishes to purchase 
direct ethy] acetate, 98-100% in drums, 
and butyl acetate, 98-100% in drums, 
20 to 50 ton lots. Firm states offers 
should be based on c.i.f. German or 
cif. Benelux ports. 

Electrical Equipment: 

France—Etablissements Ledag— 
LElectricite dans ses Applications 
Generales (manufacturer of welding 
machines), 1 rue de la Bertauche, Sens 
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U. S. Market Sought for 
Australian Booklet 


An Australian booklet. en- 
titled “Under Southern Skies” 
published by the Australian Pub- 
licity Council, 375 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, is offered to the U. S. 
market. In spiral binding, the 
publication presents colored and 
black and white scenes of Aus- 
tralia with captions. It is ex- 
pected to retail in the United 
States for $2.33 to $2.50 a copy. 

A copy of the booklet is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested publications agen- 
cies should correspond direct 
with the Australian Publicity 
Council at the address given. 











(Yonne), wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for arc welding 
generators between 180-200 amperes, 
and 250-320 amperes. 


Foodstuffs: 

Saudi Arabia—New Naamani Stores 
(importing distributor, manufacturer's 
agent, retailer), P.O. Box 354, Jidda, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for candy. 


Iron and Steel Building Materials: 


India—Delhi Iron Syndicate, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent, importer and 
wholesaler of hardware, iron, and 


steel materials), Ajmeri Gate, Delhi, 
wishes to purchase direct 240 tons of 
rolled steel joists’ of the following 
sizes: 5”x3”, 6’x3”, 7”x4”, 8"x4”", 9”x4”", 
10°x5”, 12°xS°, 12°x6", 19726", 16°x8": 
20”x64", and 24”x7%”. 

India—Nandram Hunatram (im- 
porter, exporter, commission mer- 
chant), 8 Lyons Range, Calcutta 1, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agency for steel under various speci- 
fications. 

Machinery: 

India—Madhya Pradesh Mines, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 7 Council House St., 
Calcutta, wishes to purchase direct 


- machinery for the manufacture of re- 


fractories and firebricks, with a min- 
imum capacity of 50,000 tons an- 
nually. Firm wants price quotations 
and catalogs of machinery offered. 
Netherlands—N. V. Handel Maats- 
chappij Sih Khay Hie Nederland (buy- 
ing agent for Sih Khay Hie Trading 
Co., Ltd., Djakarta, Indonesia), 322 
Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
concrete mixers, stationary diesel 
engines, marine diesel engines, drill- 
ing machinery, woodworking machin- 


ery, and metal cutting nachna! 
Catalogs wanted. 


Metal Products: 

Netherlands—N. V. Handel Maats- 
chappij Sih Khay Hie Nederland 
(buying agent for Sih Khay Hie Trad- 
ing Co.,-Ltd., Djakarta, Indonesia), 
322 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for steel plates, tubes, and copper 
sheets. Catalogs wanted. 


Office Supplies: 

Germany—Buchhandlung Louis 
Baecker (importer and retailer of 
books, stationery, and office supplies), 
189 Hauptstrasse, Solingen, wishes to 
purchase direct office and ee 
articles. 


Textiles: 

Netherlands—N. V. Handel Maat- 
schappij Sih Khay Hie Nederland 
(buying agent for Sih Khay Hie Trad- 
ing Co., Ltd., Djakarta, Indonesia), 
322 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for the following textiles: Printed cot- 
ton, shirting, sheeting, poplin, and 
drill. Firm wishes complete list of 
items manufactured by U. S. firms. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Clothing: 

Netherlands—Nieuwland & Zoon, 
N. V. (commission merchant), 156 de 
Lairessestraat, Amsterdam, wishes to 
obtain agency for wearing apparel, 
including nylon brassieres, evening 
dresses, nightgowns, and nylon blouses, 
for Near East and Africa. 


Household Goods: 

Sweden—Arne Ryd (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 20066, Stockholm 20, 
wishes to obtain agency for household 
and kitchen novelties made of plastic 
and other materials. 


Plastics: 

Sweden—Arne Ryd (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 20066, Stockholm 20, 
wishes to obtain agency for plastie 
goods for technical and industrial use. 


Services: 

Germany—Interlloyd, Internation- 
aler Reise- und Handelsdienst (com- 
mercial representative, business con- 
sultant), 99 Sternenburgstrasse, Bonn, 
seeks agencies for U. S. firms wishing 
to buy or sell products in Germany. 
Market survey reports, information on 
existing trade regulations, and 
nomic development, as well as legal 
advice, may be obtained from the Ger- 
man firm on a consultant basis. 


Shoes: 

Sweden—Sport City, K. A. Karlberg 
(manufacturer’s agent), 8 Bodalsva- 
gen, Lidingo, wishes to obtain agency 
for shoes, especially athletics and 
sportswear. 

Textiles: 

German y—-Peter C. Schlumbom 
(manufacturer’s agent), Hohe 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS. 





Bleichen 22, Hamburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for nylon hosiery for 
women, and nylon fabrics for all 
grades of women’s dresses. 

Tools: 

Sweden—Arne Ryd (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 20066, Stockholm 20, 
wishes to obtain agency for power 
tools for hobby use, such as drills, 
circulars saws, and lathes; hand tools 
for industrial, workshop, and hobby 
use, and garden and piumbing tools. 


Toys: 

Sweden—Arne Ryd (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 20066, Stockholm 20, 
wishes to obtain agency for mechani- 
cal toys, and model toys of cast metal. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained by 
firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 


Chemical Imovorters and Dealers— 
Philipvines.—The major portion of 
the chemical recuirements is suvvlied 
by imports, with the United States 
as the principal source. 

Imports in 1954 totaled $19 mil- 
lion, not including fertilizers valued 
at nearly $5 million, but including 
medicinal and pharmaceutical prep.- 
rations valued at more than $10 mil- 
lion. 


Maior imovorts include insecticides, 
$400,000; acids, $555,000; caustic soda, 
$525,000; and dyes, $1,870,000. Imports 
of dyes increased considerably, while 
imports of fertilizers declined because 
of expanding local production. 

Chemical exports in 1954 totaled 
$1,470,000, and consisted almost en- 
tirely of crude glycerine. 

Electrical Supvly and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers — Uruguay. — 
Imports of electrical supplies and 
equipment in 1954 totaled $11,001,983, 
with the United States supplying 15% 
and,the remainder supplied by Europe. 

European countries having commer- 
cial agreements with Uruguay have 
constituted the most serious competi- 
tors of the United States in this mar- 
ket since World War II. 

Imported electrical articles consist 
mainly of vacuum cleaners, mixers, 
liquidizers, record players, electric 
shavers, waffle irons, sewing machines, 
electric clocks, TV sets, broilers, mov- 
ing picture projectors, electric pads 
and blankets, recording machines, 


X-ray and other scientific electrical 
instruments, telephone and _  tele- 
graphic equipment, electric tools, and 
industrial electric equipment which is 
either not manufactured in Uruguay 
or not manufactured in insufficient 
quantity. 

Imports are ‘subject to license 
granted by the Export-Import Con- 
trol Office authorities, quotas being 
alloted in accordance with the ex- 
change available and the actual need 
for the merchandise. 

There are no exports of electrical 
supplies and equipment. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Ceylon.—Ceylon is dependent almost 
entirely on imports for its require- 
ments of hardware of all types. 

Values of some of the hardware 
items imported in 1954 with principal 
suppliers shown in parentheses are: 

Wire and wire products, $1,318,000 
(U.K., $526,620; Belgium, $269,890); 
door and window fittings, $270,000 
(U.K., $155,440); aluminum products, 
$484,000 (U.K., $204,000; India, $201,- 
000); copper products, $796,000 (India, 
$273,000; U.K., $221,000); « household 
hollowware, $266,000 (Hong Kong, 
$176,000; U.K., $73,000); implements 
and tools, $885,000 (U.K., $591,000; U.S., 
$77,000); cutlery, $148,000 (U.K., $64,- 
000); and other iron and steel prod- 
ucts, $1,865,000 (U.K., $1,479,000). 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Peru.—Woods mostly in de- 
mand by consumers are the imported 
Douglas fir—Oregon pine—and do- 
mestic Spanish cedar. The special 
dimensions, characteristics, and price 
consideration of Douglas fir favor its 
importation. 

Imports of lumber in 1954 were val- 
ued at 38,328,616 soles (18.69 soles= 
US$1 in 1954; current rate, 19.22 soles). 
Of this total, nearly 34 million repre- 
sented imports from the United States, 
chiefly Douglas fir. Plywocd and ve- 
neer imports, originating principally 
in France and Dutch Guiana, ac- 
counted for about 4.2 million soles. 
Minor imports were for planed, 
grooved, or tongued woods and coop- 
er’s woods. 

Average annual lumber production 
in the past 4 vears was 30 million 
board feet, of which almost 70 percent 
is reported to consist of Spanish ce- 
dar—a hardwood—and 30 percent of 
mahogany and other varieties. 

The lumber export trade improved 
sienificantly in 1954, with exports 
totaline 5.811,654 board feet valued 
at 16,605,646 soles. The United States 
and Argentina, the two leading desti- 
nations, accounted for nearly 95 per- 
cent. Exports to the United States 


‘consisted of mahogany boards. 


Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Venezuela.—The lumber in- 
dustry is of relatively minor impor- 
tance because of the general use of 
masonry in construction. National 
production in 1950 totaled 82,013,000 








Ceylon To Purchase 
Transformers 


The Chairman, Tender 
Ministry of Transport and Works, 
P. O. Box 547, Colombo, will re- 
ceive tenders until January 11, 
1956, for the supply and delivery 
of 33-kilovolt transform 
Tender documents may be ob- 
tained from the Electrical Engi- 
neer, Contracts and _ Stores, 
McCallum Road, Colombo, on 
payment of 100 rupees as tender 
deposit, refundable, and 5 rupees 
as tender fee (1 rupee=US$0.21). 

Permission to bid on this 
equipment must be obtained 
from the Crown Agents for Oy- 
erseas Governments and Admin- 
istrations, 4, Millbank, London, 
S. W. 1, or, alternatively, tenders 
must be submitted through local 
Ceylonese firms. 

A copy of the specifications 
for these transformers is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











board feet, while consumption was 
95,250,000 board feet. The difference 
was made up by imports, much of 
which was pitch-pine pilings import- 
ed duty free for special purposes. 

More recent imports have been in 
similar or slightly lower quantities, 
while the proportion of pine lumber 
increased from 60 percent in 1950 to 
approximately 90 percent in 19%. 
Pine is obtained principally from the 
United States and Honduras. 

Exports consist almost entirely of 
boxwood, mahogany, and miscellane- 
ous hardwoods, destined principally 
for the United States and the United 
Kingdom. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Finland.—Though domestic pro- 
duction has increased since World War 
II, machinery still constitutes a major 
item of import. Imports of machinery, 
exclusive of office and electric ma- 
chines, in 1954 totaled 14,120 million 
Finnish marks (231 Finnish marks= 
US$1). Approximately 23 percent origi- 
nated in the United States, 22 per- 
cent in the United Kingdom, 16 per- 
cent in West Germany, 14 percent in 
Sweden, and the remaining 25 per- 
cent in other countries. 

The value of exports of machinery 
was 5,558 million Finnish marks. Ap- 
proximately 88 percent was exported 
to the Soviet Union and consisted 
principally of domestically-manufac- 
tured woodworking and pulp ma- 
chinery. 

Import licenses are required for all 
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imports, and the availability of for- 
eign exchange, particularly dollars, is 
Bironinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—France.—The machinery indus- 
is now considered among the most 
roductive and well-organized sectors 
of the national economy. The industry 
expanded markedly and is cur- 
rently bidding strongly on export 
markets, although relatively high 
prices have restrained this effort. 
Shipments abroad were valued at 
approximately $619,780,000 in 1952, 
920,000 in 1953, and $598,937,142 
in 1954. Traditional outlets are French 
Overseas Territories, South America, 
and the Middle East. 


Imports in the past 3 years have 
peen fairly stable, as indicated by the 
following ficures: 1952, $351,400,000; 
1953, $394,285,000; 1954, $365,714,280. 
Principal suppliers, with an indica- 
tion of their average share, are: 
United States, 30 percent; Western 
Germany, 25 percent; United King- 
dom, 18 percent; Switzerland, Italy, 
and Sweden, each less than 10 per- 
cent. Imports from the United States 
have tended to decrease slightly, re- 
flecting a preference by exchange au- 
thorities for nondollar sources when- 
ever possible. 


The trade claims that if there were 
no quantitative trade restrictions, the 
potential market for imports from the 
United States would probably be 
around three times its present value. 


Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Switzerland.—The manufacture 
of machinery is the most important 
industry in Switzerland, ranking 
ahead of textiles, watches, and chem- 
icals. The industry is characterized 
particularly by its diversity and 
adaptability. Imports in 1953 totaled 
$76,386,693 Swiss francs (1 Swiss 
franc—=US$0.233); and in 1954, 403,- 
834,106. Exports in 1953 totaled 
1,040,048,826 Swiss francs; and in 1954, 
1,092,640,323. 


Agricultural machines are imported 
principally from France and Germany, 
the United States being one of the 
minor suppliers. The bulk of the de- 
mand for textile machines is met by 
domestic manufacture. Building ma- 
chinery comes mostly from the United 
States, Germany, and Great Britain. 
Machine tools are principally import- 
ed from Germany, the United States, 
and Great Britain. Machinery is not 
subject to import permits with the 
exception of tractors. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Iraq.—There 
is no domestic production of medicinal 
and toilet preparations, except soap. 
The United Kingdom, Germany, and 
France had a virtual monopoly on 
this market in the prewar period. The 
United States became second supplier 
in the war period and France dropped 
out. By 1954, the share of the United 
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Kingdom had dropped to 38 percent, 
the United States rose to 26 percent, 
while Germany supplied 11 percent 
and Switzerland 6 percent. Total 1954 
imports of medicinal preparations 
and chemicals were valued at 2,070,000 
Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar—US$2.80), 
an increase of one-third over 1953. 

Chemicals form only a small part 
of this total. The allocation for medic- 
inal imports from hard-currency 
countries in 1955 is 600,000 Iraqi 
dinars. United States exporters could 
probably increase their share of this 
market by selecting more efficient 
and aggressive distributors. 

Imports of toilet preparations in 
1954 amounted to 250,000 Iraqi dinars, 
mostly from the United Kingdom and 
France. The government has been un- 
willing. to allocate dollars for direct 
imports of this nature. Imports have 
taken place, however, through firms 
located in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Metal Working Plants and Shops— 
Venezuela.—Aside from the produc- 
tion of a small amount of concrete re- 
inforcing bars and miscellaneous cast- 
ings, the metal working industry is 
confined to the manufacture of non- 
precision consumer goods and building 
articles from imported semifinished 
shapes. 

Venezuela does not produce pig iron 
or steel, nor does it produce primary 
forms except to a certain extent in 
small foundries. The Government, 
however, is planning the establish- 
ment of a steel industry, using domes- 
tic hydroelectric power, iron ore, and 
other raw materials. A mill planned 
to produce 150,000 tons of steel per 
year is scheduled to begin production 
in 1958. 


The bulk of imports of metal prod- 
ucts are semimanufactures. In 1954, 
imports of metals and manufactures 
totaled 531,935 metric tons, valued at 
$129,449,000. The chief supplier of non- 
ferrous metals and manufactures was 
Germany, with the United States a 
close second, followed by the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and Italy. The 
United States supplied over half of 
the ferrous materials, most of the rest 
coming from Western Europe. 


Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
British Honduras. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Finland.—The principal countries of 
origin of leaf tobacco in 1954 were the 
United States, 1,784 metric tons; 
Greece, 1,570; and Turkey, 1,053. 


In recent years tobacco of U. S. 
origin has had a marked gain in pop- 
ularity. Because of shortage of dol- 
lar exchange, however, leaf tobacco 
purchases from the United States to 
the extent purchased in 1954 and 1955 
have been possible only under special 
arrangements. Import licenses have 
not been granted for commercial im- 


Sin 


ports of manvdactared tobacco 

ucts. According to law, only a 
manufacturer is authorized to pncoe 
raw tobacco, that is, leaf tobacco, and 
tobacco stems. 

There are 8 tobacco mills. The — 
manufacture of tobacco products in 
1954 comprised 5,522 million eg 
12.2 million cigars and 
‘metric tons of pipe tobacco, 11.8 cons 
of chewing tobacco, and 61.7 tons of 


snuff. There are no exports of tobacco 
or tobacco products. 


Japan Establishes . . . 
(Continued from Page 11) 


riving in 1956 and thereafter require 
certification. 


Benefits Are Reciprocal 

This certification procedure, to im- 
plement Japan’s most-favored-nation 
tariff policy in effect establishes a 
limited dual-column tariff. The duty 
rates which were reduced in the re- 
cent negotiations will be applied to 
imports from countries which grant. 
most-favored-nation treatment to 
Japanese goods. Until the newly nego- 
tiated rates went into effect on Sep- 
tember 10, 1955, Japan had a single- 
column tariff applicable to imports 
from all foreign countries and a cer- 
tificate of origin was not necessary. 

The reductions in tariffs, coupled 
with Japan’s desire to limit their bene- 
fits, gave rise to the implementation 
of the certification procedure. The 
need for such a procedure probably 
was felt acutely by Japan as a result 
of the article XXXV _ invocations 
against Japan by 14 of the contracting 
parties to GATT.- This article permits 
a contracting party to withhold appli- 
cation of the agreement from another 
contracting party with which it has 
not entered into tariff negotiations. 

Six of the 14 countries—the United 
Kingdom, Austria, India, Netherlands, 
Belgium, and Luxembourg—do extend 
most-favored-nation tariff treatment, . 
however, to Japanese goods, and 
Japan likewise will extend such treat- 
ment to them. The invocation of 
article XXXV by these countries in 
effect reserves the right to deny Japan 
these benefits It is expected that 
some of these reservations will be 
removed. The other 8 countries— 
Australia, New Zealand; Brazil, Cuba, 
France, Haiti, Union of South Africa 
and the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland—do not presently give Jap- 
anese goods full most-favored-nation 
treatment, although it is anticipated 
that some of these countries. will 
withdraw their reservations as soon 
as conditions permit. 








Canada’s 1955 wheat harvest is fore- 
cast at 501 million bushels, compared 
with only 299 million bushels last year 
and the 1945-49 average of 366 million, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 











UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Oversea Visitors.to 
U.K. Show Increase 


Oversea visitors to the United King- 
dom in the first 9 months of 1955 
totaled 876,000, compared with 751,000 
in the like period of 1954, according 
to the latest figures issued by the 
British Travel and Holidays Associa- 
tion. In September 1955, the last 
month for which figures were avail- 
able, visitors numbered 92,500 up 
12,000 or 14 percent over September 
1954. 

Predicting that the estimated total 
of 1 million oversea visitors for the 
year 1955 will be reached, the asso- 
ciation pointed out that more late- 
season visitors are coming to the 
United Kingdom. Total tourist earn- 
ings in 1955 are expected to amount to 
approximately $420 million compared 
with $383 million in 1954. 

Of the visitors in the first 9 months 
of this year, 209,500 were from the 
United States—7,000 more than in 
1954. It is estimated that half of the 
U. 8S. visitors traveled by air. U. S. 
visitors in September 1955 totaled 
22,500—a 17-percent increase over Sep- 
tember 1954, when 19,200 Americans 
visited the United Kingdom. 

Travelers to the United Kingdom 
from European countries in the first 9 
months of 1955 totaled 446,750, an 
increase of 19 percent over the 374.300 
recorded in the like period of 1954. 
Visitors from European countries in 
September 1955 numbered 48,000, an 
18-percent increase over the 40,800 in 
the like 1954 period. Germany showed 
the largest gain—37 percent—in Sep- 
tember—to 8,760 visitors from 6,391 in 
September 1954. 

British Commonwealth visitors to 
the United Kingdom during the first 
9 months of 1955 reached 183,000, com- 
pared with 167,000 in the like period 
of 1954. 





New Section Open on 


Ecuadoran Railroad 


Service was initiated on October 20 
on an additional 50 kilometers of 
Ecuador’s Quito-San Lorenzo railroad, 
which has been under construction for 
many years. 

The newly opened section extends 
the line beyond Carchi, 222 kilometers 
from Quito, to Cachaco, 272 kilometers 
/from Quito. 

In addition, passenger and freight 
service has been established on 36 
kilometers of line in the San Lorenzo 
sector, according to the local press. 

Export of bananas from the port of 
San Lorenzo has begun on a small 
scale. This service, however, is being 
offered only at night and on a limited 


scale, not to interfere with construc- 
tion still in progress. 

Eventual completion of the Quito- 
San Lorenzo railway will open up a 
potentially rich agricultural territory 
for development, and Ecuador will thus 
have another ocean port to serve the 
northern part of the country. 

The date now set for completion of 
the line is July or August 1956, but 
completion is contingent upon the al- 
location of an additiona] 25 million 
sucres, or approximately US$1.6 mil- 
lion, by the Ecuadoran Government. 
In view of the Government’s present 
financial difficulties, completion prob- 
ably will be delayed further. 





National Highway of 
Nepal Under Way 


A 79-mile long, all-weather, water- 
bound, macadamized road connecting 
Thankot with Bhainse-Dhoban in 
Nepal, and linking that country with 
India, is being constructed by Indian 
Army engineers. 


The road, to be known as Tribhuban 
Rajpath, is to be Nepal’s national 
highway and is expected to be com- 
pleted in the latter part of 1956. The 
Indian Government is meeting the 
entire construction cost under the Co- 
lombo Plan. 


First a footpath was cut out. This 
was later widened for the use of jeeps 
and formally opened on September 
1, 1953, and the track is now being fur- 
ther widened and metaled. It will be 21 
feet wide in the plains and 18 feet 
wide in the hilly sections and will 
have 7 bridges, 850 culverts, and 16 
causeways. 


The new road will ascend in soft 
curves and easy rising gradients of 1 
in 20. Designed to withstand the 
weight of 3-ton vehicles, it will be 
easy to travel even with small, low- 
horsepower motorcars. 

The Nepal Government’s narrow- 
gage railroad provides limited serv- 
ice on a 29-mile route between Rax- 
aul, India, and Amlekhgani, Nepal. 
Between Amlekhganj and Bhimpedi, 
which lies farther north in Nepal, a 
28-mile-long, waterbound, all-weather 
road provides the only link. From 
Bhimpedi to Thankot the journey is 
made along a narrow bridle path, 
which crosses two steep Himalayan 
ranges. Lastly, a waterbound, all- 
weather road connects Thankot with 
Kathmandu. After the new road’s con- 
struction, there will be a direct road 
link between Kathmandu and India. 





Canadian wheat production in 1955 
is expected to reach 494 million bush- 
els, according to the latest estimate 
reported by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


—— 


Tourists in Denmark 
Up 15 Percent in '55 


Foreign visitors to Denmark in the 
first 8 months of 1955 increased 15 
percent over a comparable 1954 Period, 
the Danish National Travel Associa- 
tion has announced. 


Swedish tourists—106,622 visitors 
spending 236,176 days in Denmark— 
ranked first. American tourists were 
second with 49,300 tourists spending 
168,251 days, an increase of 12.8 per. 
cent in the number of days spent. The 
total number of European tourists 
was 261,776. Norway was third with 
39,924 tourists spending 128,396 days. 
Germany was next, followed by the 
United Kingdom. Finland, the Neth- 
erlands, Switzerland and Italy were 
next in order of numbers of tourists, 

The construction of new hotels in 
Copenhagen and other cities has 
eased the hotel situation. For the 
first time since the war, hotels were 
not completely filled during the tour- 
ist season. Two new motels on Zea- 
land and two on Funen also helped to 
alleviate the scarcity of tourist ac- 
commodations. 

Transportation for tourists should 
also show improvement with the ad- 
dition of a double decker car ferrymill 
on the Storebaelt and a new ship be- 
ing planned for the Hundested- 
Grenaa crossing. 





New Mexican Shipping 
Company Proposed 


A project for creation of a 
Mexican shipping enterprise has 
been presented to the President 
of Mexico, according to the local 
press. 

The new merchant fleet would 
not only handle Mexican coastal 
shipping but would also run to 
ports in nearby countries, in- 
cluding the United States. 

Of the eight 1,850-ton combi- 
nation passenger and cargo ships 
contemplated for this project, 
4 would supply biweekly service 
in the Pacific from San Fran- 
cisco to Balboa, Panama, touch- 
ing at Mexican and Central 
American ports. Two more 
would give weekly service in the 
Gulf of Mexico from Veracruz 
to New Orleans and Progreso. 
The remaining 2 would make 
trips every 3 weeks to the Carib- 
bean, stopping at Veracruz, Ha- 
vana, Kingston, Port au Prince, 
Colon, and Central American 
ports, and returning to Veracruz. 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


TULLE LLL LRA DLL 


The Philippine Civil Aviation Board 
nas approved changes of schedules by 
pan American World Airways out of 
Manila. These include reduction of 
the number of weekly flights to Sai- 
gon and Singapore from 3 to 2 by the 
substitution of B-377 equipment for 
pc-4, and introduction of a direct 
flight to Bangkok on November 1. 





Scandinavian Airlines System is 
considering the possibility of estab- 
lishing a direct connection between 
Copenhagen and Moscow via Stock- 
holm and Helsinki, according to Dan- 
ish press reports. 

An SAS representative in Moscow 
ig expected to approach the Soviet 
authorities and if such an agreement 
ig carried out it will open the way for 
other SAS routes. For example, SAS 
is interested in crossing Soviet terri- 
tory from Scandinavia to Tokyo, 
which would shorten the route from 


12,000 to 8,000 kilometers. 





Qantas Empire Airways has an- 
nounced that its South African serv- 
fees would be rerouted through Dar- 
win. New Super-Constellations were to 
replace Constellations on November 5 
and fly from Sydney via Darwin, Cocos 
Islands, and Mauritius to Johannes- 
burg. Travelers between the Far East 
and South Africa, who formerly 
boarded a DC-4 between Cocos and 
Singapore to link with airlines serving 
Asia, were to be able to tie in with 
Qantas’ own Manila, Hong Kong, and 
Tokyo flights at Darwin. 





Midland Air Line, a new air freight 
carrier, has been formed in Zurich, 
Switzerland, according to Aviation 
Week. C-46 aircraft will be used from 
various European points to Basel, 
where loads will be transferred to 
Constellations for shipment abroad. 





United Kingdom shipyards have re- 
ceived orders for 24 tankers. William 
Cory & Son, a British company pre- 
viously unconnected with the tanker 
field, has ordered two 18,000-ton ves- 
sels. Orders for 20 ships of 18,000- 
and 32,000-ton size were placed by the 
Royal Dutch Shell Group, and two 
36,000-ton ships were ordered by Esso 
Petroleum. 





Portugal will adhere to two inter- 
National conventions providing for 
simplification of border formalities 
for railway passengers, baggage, and 
freight, signed in Geneva on January 
10, 1952, under the auspices of the 
Economic Commission for Europe. 


December 5, 1955 






This action was announced in decree- 
laws dated October 7. 





The Railway Board of India has ap- 
proved engineering and traffic sur- 
veys for a 100-mile, broad-gage line 
from Robertsganj to Garwa Road, in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, to provide a 
link to the Rihand Dam site. 

Simultaneously issued were orders 
for another survey with a view to 
linking Kancheepuram with Vellore, 
Salem with Bangalore, Tirunelvelli 
with Cape Comorin, and Trivandrum 
with Cape Comorin, all projects lo- 
cated in south India. 





The Royal Dutch Shell group has 
placed orders for 9 additional tankers, 
to cost approximately £14 million at 
present prices. 

Eight of the vessels are to be built 
in Germany, 2 of which will be of 
32,000 tons deadweight, and the other 
6 general-purpose tankers of 18,000 
tons. Deliveries are expected to be- 
gin in 1958 and to be completed by 
1960. 

These orders bring Shell’s 1955 
tanker orders to a total of 43 ships, 
aggregating over 1 million tons dead- 
weight. Of these, 21 are being built 
by British yards, 14 in the Nether- 
lands, and 8 in Germany. 





The purchase of 2 or 3 turboprop- 
powered Fokker F-27 Friendship air- 
craft is being considered by Trans- 
Pacific Airlines, an Hawaiian Islands 
carrier, as replacements for its DC-3’s, 
according to Aviation Week. 

Company officials reportedly have 
looked at the F-27 and another air- 
craft, the Aviation Traders Account- 
ant, in Europe and plan to return 
there to observe the F-27 initial flight 
trials early next year. 

Bonanza Air Lines, a U. S. local- 
service carrier, likewise has expressed 
an interest in the Fokker Friendship, 
Aviation Week also reports. 

The 40-passenger F-27 reportedly 
is scheduled to be available to airlines 
in 1957. 





The Greek Ministry of Finance has 
set forth a procedure for the victual- 
ing in Greek ports of ships flying 
Greek or foreign flags and scheduled 
to call either at ports abroad exclu- 
sively or at Greek and foreign ports. 
The measure is designed to promote 
trade in Greek ports of call. 





The Holland-America Line of Rot- 
terdam has placed an order with the 
Rotterdam Drydock Co. of that city 


International Travel 
Taxed in Costa Rica 
Regulations have been. established 
for the control and collection of taxes 
to provide funds for the recently 
created Costa Rican Tourist Institute, 
A 5 percent tax is to be imposed on 
international travel as follows: 
eTickets and/or exchange orders 


sold in Costa Rica for trips originating 
in Costa Rica. 


eTransportation paid for trips 
abroad of Costa Rican residents which 
originate in Costa Rica. 

eTotal value of chartered group 
trips originating in Costa Rica. 

eTickets and/or exchange orders 
sold in Costa Rica to residents of Costa 
Rica for transportation originating 
abroad with destination other than 
Costa Rica. 


Members of the diplomatic and con- 
sular corps are to be exempt from the 
tax. Tickets sold in Costa Rica for 
transportation originating and ter- 
minating abroad for nonresidents of 
Costa Rica, also are exempt. . 

A tax of US$2 is established for each 
tourist card issued, and until issuance 
of tourist cards is regulated the tax 
will be collected by means of consular 


stamps pending the availability of 
permanent cards. 


The regulations were established by 
an Executive order issued on October 
18 and put into effect a decree officially 
creating the Costa Rican Tourist. In- 
stitute (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 29, 1955, p. 24). 





for construction of a new turbine 
flagship. The vessel, to be named 
“Rotterdam,” will measure about 37,000 
gross registered tons and have a speed 
of just over 22 knots and accommoda- 
tions for 1,300 first- and tourist-class 
passengers. Construction will cost ap- 
proximately 100,000 guilders. 





Return to Greek Registry of Greek- 
owned ships flying foreign flags pro- 
gressed in the 6-month period ended 
September 26. Fourty-one ships of 
265,222 gross registered tons were 
transferred in this period, as com- 
pared with 27 ships of 187,097 gross 
registered tons in the preceding 6 
months. 





The Egyptian tourist trade has 
shown a steady increase since 1952 
and more money has been spent by 
tourists every year, according to the 
State Tourist Administration. 

There have been more travelers 
from the United States this year than 
from any other country with the ex- 
ception of the Arab countries. Ex- 
penditures of foreign travelers in- 
creased from $3.5 million in 1952 to 
$6.5 million in 1954. 
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The Government - owned Indian 
Telephone Industries, Ltd., of Ban- 
galore, Mysore State, under its ex- 
pansion program for 1955-56 plans to 
manufacture 60,000 telephones, 35,- 
000 exchange lines, and 40 single- 
channel and 12 three-channel car- 
riers. 


The production target for 1956-57 
is 75,000 telephones, 40,000 automatic 
exchange lines, and 50 single-chan- 
nel, 20 three-channel and 4 twelve- 
channel carriers. 





Medan, on the east coast of Indo- 
nesia, is to have a modern automatic 
telephone exchange serving 6,000 sub- 
scribers, as announced by the Deli 
Railroad Co., which operates the tele- 
phone system on the east coast. 


Foreign exchange is understood to 
have been granted for the equipment 
required for the changeover and in- 
stallation is expected to begin shortly. 
The company expects to put the new 
system into use in 1957.—Cons., Me- 
dan, Sumatra. 





Madrid will soon have a new 20- 
kilowatt radio broadcasting station, 
according to the local press. The sta- 
tion is to be one of a chain of 11 
transmitters operated throughout 
Spain by the Falange Party and will be 
known as the Voice of Madrid. The 
equipment is of Netherlands manufac- 
ture and is reported to be of the most 
modern type.—Emb., Madrid. 





The Viet-Nam Posts and Telecom- 
munications Administration has an- 
nounced the inauguration of radio- 
telephone service between Saigon and 
Manila. 





Sydney and Brisbane have been con- 
nected by a new multichannel carrier 
system, and plans have been com- 
pleted for installation of another 
early in 1956. 


The new system provides 12 addi- 
tional intercapital trunk-line chan- 
nels, 8 of which are between Sydney 
and Brisbane, and 4 of which extend 
to Melbourne on existing Sydney-Mel- 
bourne channels. Seventeen lines 
now connect Melbourne and Brisbane 
and 38 connect Sydney and Brisbane. 

Although the new facilities have 
greatly improved intercapital tele- 
phone service, the system planned for 
next year will be necessary to meet 
the growing traffic volume between 
capitals of the Eastern States.—Emb., 
Canberra. 





Phnom Penh, Cambodia, is studying 
the possibility of establishing very 
high frequency communications with 


22 


provincial and nearby national capi- 
tals. 

No commercial radiotelephone serv- 
ice connects Cambodia with outside 
points. Phnom Penh is connected 
with 14 provincial capitals by both 
telephone and telegraph and with 
Saigon and most provincial cities by 
radiotelegraph. The coastal towns of 
Kampot and Kep are connected by 
telephone. There are only 1,200 tele- 
phones in the whole country. 

All communications facilities are old 
and overloaded, and service is poor 
and unreliable-—Emb., Phnom Penh. 





Marseille and Algiers are to be con- 
nected by 66 more subterranean tele- 
phone circuits, each 925 kilometers 
long. The additional circuits, sched- 
uled for operation by mid-1957, are 
expected to resolve Algeria’s com- 
munications problems with France.— 
Cons. Gen., Algiers. 





Power Plant Inaugurated at 


Belgian Congo’s Zongo Falls 


A hydroelectric power plant at 
Zongo Falls, outside Leopoldville, Bel- 
gyian Congo, was Officially inaugurated 
on October 23. 

The Zongo plant has two 10,500- 
kilowatt turbogenerators. The ulti- 
mate capacity is 5 turbogenerators of 
10,500 kilowatts each, or 52,500 kilo- 
watts, which is 5 times the capacity of 
the Sanga power plant that supplied 
Leopoldville up to 1953. 

Since October 1953 Leopoldville also 
has been importing power from Braz- 
zaville, French Equatorial Africa. 

The Zongo plant is one of four 
major hydroelectric stations planned 
under the Congo’s Ten-Year Plan. 
Others are at Stanleyville, Albertville, 
and Bukavu. The aim is to cover the 
Congo with cheap electricity from hy- 
droelectric power. Work was begun 
on Zongo a little more than 5 years 
ago. 


ey 


Sudanese Irrigation 


Project Inaugurated 


The Sudan Government on October 
21 officially opened the Guneid pump 
irrigation project on the east bank 
of the Blue Nile, a short distance be- 
low and across from Hassa-Heissa. 


This project, begun in 1953 and re- 
ported to be the largest pump-irriga- 
tion project in Africa, will irrigate 
about 31,500 feddans of land (1,038 
feddans=1 acre). 


Each of the four pumps, of 48-inch 
diameter, is driven by a 16-cylinder, 
1,250-horsepower diesel engine, and 
each has the capacity to lift 3 cubic 
meters of water a second to a height 
of 20 meters. The rising main, 
1,100 meters long and with a diameter 
of 8 feet, is made of steel plate %-inch 
thick. These pumps are the largest 
in the Sudan and probably the larg- 
est of their kind in Africa. 


The project is reported to have cost 
more than E£1 million (1 Egyptian 
pound—US$2.8825). The water. used 
will be charged against the 4 billion 
cubic meters of Nile waters now allo- 
cated to the Sudan. 





Toronto’s first large hotel in 25 
years, the Lord Simcoe, will be com- 
pleted by January 1957. 

The new 18-story hotel, located at 
King Street and University Avenue, 
will have 900 rooms and will be op- 
erated by National Management, Ltd. 
of Montreal. 

The hotel, to cost an estimated $9.5 
million, will be fireproof, of steel con- 
struction with granite abutment 
walls, and will have aluminum and 
glass main walls and reinforced con- 
crete floors. Underground parking 
space for 200 cars will be provided and 
drive-in registration facilities are to 
be featured.—Cons. Gen., Toronto. 
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{1955 unless otherwise stated] 
Far East and Australasia 
Australia India—Continued 
Feb. 25-Mar. 25.....Baroda.......... Industrial and Arts Exhibition. 
May 10-26........... Melbourne...... Chemex (Chemical) Exhibition. Apr. 5-May 4....... ee Industrial and Arts Exhibition. 
july 26-Aug. 4..... Sydney.......... Australian World's Fair. May 12-June 5..... Navsari......... Industrial and Arts Exhibition, 
Cambodia Indonesia 
flov. 15-Dec. 4...... Phnom Penh....International Exposition. 1956 
Ceylon Aug.-Sept........... Djarkarta....... Indonesian International Fair. 
1956 Japa 
Jan. 10-Feb. 10..... Colombo........ Royal Agricultural and Food Ex- ~~ 
hibition. 1956 
1957 Apr. 8-22..... écccc MIMMMNGS 2edeh<s. International Trade Fair. 
Peb.-Mar.......++++. Colombo........ International Colombo Plan Ex- 
hibition. 1957 
Hong Kong PN EPP RRO PSE » Pes. rise .... International Trade Fair. 
Dec. 2-Jan. 2, 1956.. Hong Kong..... Hong Kong Products Exhibition. New Zealand 
India 1956 
Oct. 29-Dec. 15...... New Delhi....... Indian Industries Fair. Jan. 21-Feb. 4...... Auckland........ 1956 Western Springs Exhibition. 
Bae. BBBoccccscstes Invercargill. .... Southland Centennial Fairs Com- 
1956 mercial and Industrial Exhibi- 
Jan. 1-Feb. 10...... Hyderabad...... Industrial Fair of 1956. tion. j 
Near East and Africa 
Afehanistan Morocco—Continued 
1956 June 26-July 11..... TOME cic a kicesi-: Tangier International Fair. 
i. cosceesheos Bids ehteasrer Kabul Fair. 
-~ Syria 4 
Ethiopia 1956 
Wor. 12-Dec. 4...... Addis Ababa.... Silver Jubilee Fair—Industrial and Sept. 1-30........... Damascus....... International Industry, Agricul- 
Commercial Exhibition. ture, and Tourist Exhibition. 
Morocco Turkey 
1956 1956 
Apr. 21-May 6....... Casablanca..... International Trade Fair. Aug. 20-Sept. 20....Izmir............ International Fair. 
Western Europe 
Austria France—Continued 
1956 Ape. 916.5 .is..cieed i AE, International Trade r ates 
OE ee ee International Spring Fair. Apr. 14-29.......... Lille........-++-- ommercial and International 
 98-Mav 6...... = Re ta i Apr. 21-May 6...... Saarbrucken..... Tnternational Samoule Fair. 
ee C — ae Eee —— Exhibition Apr. 28-May 8....... PRAMS. ccccccese a Exhibition of 
a Dornbirn........Dornbirn Export and Sample Fair. pt 
4 ail ik iain oe RRS International Autumn Fair. May 10-12.......... Paris....--++++-- First a". —— a 
Sept. 29-Oct. 7...... Cl RE International Pair and Exhibition a mvention an r 
of Breeding Stock. ibition. 
May S-21......0.e. BORA, o% 0 csccncee International Trade Fa 
Belgium June 16-28.......... Paris......-+++++ Construction and Pubite Works 
g Exposition. 
1956 June 10-25......... Bordeaux........ International Trade Petr ss Rl 
J BBS. c ccccccces | es t JUNG 28-90 .00 00 ccess RE on echnical an per 
an, 14-25 Brussels ~~ ae Motor and Cycle = oranhic Exhibition, 
ms 82*19......000- Brussels......... International Show of Machine and Sept. 1-16........... Strasbourg...... ropean Fair. 
Acricultural Products. Sept. 15-Oct. 1..... Marseilles....... International Fair of Marseilles. 
Mar SS Brussels......... International Building Exhibit. Nov. 5-14......+.++- Paris.........++- ga gre Packaging Ex- 
I drive isseie ts DUNNER, 2 cocvecs Interrational Inventors Show. 
Apr. 28-May 1%..... Brussels......... Interrational Industries Fair. Nov. 21-Dec. 3...... POR c.nc 6000 etens Fourth Exhibition of Chemicals, 
Apr. 28-May 13..... ad NEE: International Fair (Machinery, Rubber, and Plastics. 
ier, 30-0 Mines, Metallurgy, Electricity). 
Oe BB icse eee International Packaging Show. 
ME WOMB. ccc ccccces 7 Ae Ghent International Fair. Germany 
Mae. 15-30. .....6... Charlerol........ Third International Technical and 1956 
Industrial Exhibition. ee eer Dusseldorf...... 27th Sales and Fashions Week. 
Rie POET Cologne......... Furniture Exhibition. 
Denmark Feb. 26-Mar. 2...... Nurenberg...... : German Toy Fair. 
1956 Mar. 2-5... .cccscces Cologne......... Int*rnational Svring Trade Fair 
(Household Goods and MHard- 
Feb. 24-Mar. 4...... Copenhagen..... International Automobile Exhibi- ware). 
n10n Wem, SBnkcccschaee Offenbach....... International Leather Goods Spring 
MP EUSRS. oc cccccce Copenhagen..... International Trade Fair (Techni- Fa'r. 
cal). Bar. 4:8. .0.cicccoce Frankfurt....... TI>ternational Syring Fair. 
SS oe oe Copenhagen..... International Trade Fair (Samples Mar. 11-13.......... Cologne......... International Trade Fair (Textiles 
and Consumers Goods) and Clothine). 
Me 20-27...... 5.00. Copenhagen..... International Fisheries Fair. Apr. 27-May 10..... Munich......... German Handicrafts and Trade 
Aug. 10-19.......... Copenhagen..... International Kitchen Exhibition. Fair. 
Apr. yw -May 8...... Hannover.......: German Industries Fair. 
France eS: eae ee Friedrichafen. De, cgay Lake of Constance 
air. 
1956 May 27-June 4...... FPrankfurt....... International JTaundry Exhibition. 
MDGs k scan vee ced Serer International Agricultural Machin- Aug. 19-22.......... Frankfurt....... International Watch and Jewelry 
ery Exhibition. Trade Fair. 
EDS. Scwaivecte Wines cc ccctsvee Nice Fair. Aug. 20-26.......... Munich......... International Dental Exhibition. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 
Germany—Continued Italy—Continued 
Gept. 1-6............Offenbach.......International Leather Goods Fall 1956 
Pair. Mar. 11-19...... -.-. Verona..........International Agricultural Fajp Sw 
Gept. 1-9...........-Dusseldorf...... International Foundry Exhibition Apr. 12-27...........Milan........... International Samples Pair, — 
and Trade Fair. Apr. Bi-May 2. ..006 TUPI. .cdecccess International Automobile Exhibit, 
. 2-6.........+-.Frankfurt.......International Fall Fair. Apr. 21-May 2......Florence......... National and International Hand. 
Sept. 7-9...........-Cologne.........International Autumn Fair (House- craft Exhibition. 
ho'd Goods and Hardware). BEEF GrEbe ccccccncecd Re cccccess International Exhibition of Eleo. A. 
. 9-16...........-Hannover....... Agricultural Show. trical Appliances. 
Sept. 16-18.......,..Cologne......... Internatioval Autumn Pair (Tex- May 24-June 10.....Palermo......... llth International Mediterrangay tion 
tiles and Clothing). Fair. culal 
Sept. 28-Oct. 7...... Munich.........Interrational Food Exhibition. May 29-June 13.....Padu&........... International Samples Pair, Fair 
Sept. 29-Oct. 7......Cologne......... International Photo and Cinema June 20-July 8.....: a International Trade Fair. 
Exhibition (Photokina). June 18-25......... MUOERO. ceccvcceses Third International Congress o Gote 
Oct. 9-14............Dusseldorf....... Irternational Druggists’ Exhibi- Food Distribution. 1958 
ton, Sept. 8-26....... wesiinectsabesssak International Levant Pair. 
Oct. 21-28...........Prankfurt....... Third International Bicycle and U.s 
seer Motorcycle Show. Luxembourg Tr 
Iuniy 6-Sept. 29..... Rerlin........... Irternational Building Exhibition. 1956 dise 
Oct... eeeeeees +++. Cologne......... ANUGA. July 14-29........+- Luxembourg.... International Trade Fair. ae 
of 
Great Britain Netherlands tion 
BEB B-S.... ccccccese London......... Senienacnd Show ond Agricultural 1956 core 
1956 —_— wen. Jan. 17-20.,......6+: Utrecht.........- a Fair for Luggage ang the 
eatherware. 
Dec. 29-Tan. 10..... Tondon.....+.... Second National Bort Show. Peb. 23-Mar. 4...... Amsterdam...... 35th International Automobile By ssa 
Sy THER. ococcovened Hirrogate....... T-ternational Tov Fair. position. app 
Jan. 25-Feb. 3...... oe arr S Inter-atin~al Hotel and Catering war. 13-22.......... Utrecht......... Utrecht International Trade Fal { 
Exhibition. (Sorire). tex 
Peb. 6-10....... Pe ae Ftationery Trade Patr. Apr Amsterdam......Tnternational Svear Exhibition. hou 
a Rlacknool....... G'ft and Parcy Goods Fair. ae a. no te 
BINED wages seq) Blactnool....... Taathor Coots Industries Patr, OPE: Paotes “ote jeceiciidadtiadiaan Se eee art! 
Feb. 20-24..........- London.......... Honceho'4 Textiles, and Soft Pur- gent. 4-13........... Utrecht..... Utrecht International Trade Pal chi 
rniture Fair. (Pall) g 
Feb. 22-Mar. 2...... LONGOR. .. 2.0002 Brit'-+- Industries Fair (Earl's 4 
Court). Poland C 
Peb. 22-Mar. 2...... BOs ace ceeesc British Monufacturers Tov Pair. tall 
Be. B26. . ae cccvces Fondon......... Peectory Eou'toment Frhih'ition. 1956 Fa: 
Avr. 23-May 4....... Birmingham..... Rritich Industries Technical Patr. Ce re . Poznan.. International Pair 
Avr. 2%-May 4...... DE ¢oceeuset Rritich Induetries Fair (O'emonia). 
May 9-19............ London......... Merhenical Hand'ine Exhibition. Spain = 
May 14-17........... London.........- Exhibition of Scientific Instru- 
mets avd Anner tus 1956 
June 13-28.......... London.,........ Antioue Dealers’ Fair and Exhibi- Mav 1-29........... Valencia........ International Samotes Fatr. 4 | 
tion BERS BeBe. ccc cccvess Barcelona.......International Samples Fair. 
June 22-July 6..... BORGO cc vcceces International Machine Tool Ex- 
peerewn Sweden Att 
Aue. 28-S-nt. 15.... London......... British Food Fatr. 9 
Sept. 21-29.......... London.........- International Cemmercial Motor 1958 Mo 
Trarsnort Exhibition. Dar. 16-SS. .ccervecse Stockholm......Stockho!lm’s BIL Salong. 
Oct. 17-27......0006. Leicester........ International Printing Machinery May 12-21........-.. Gothenburg..... ee Swedish Industries og 
ard Accesecrice Exb'hitian _ ’ r 
Gs BFR... cde ves London......... International Motor Exh'bition. Aug. 25-Sept. 9..... Stockholm...... St. Erik's Fair Th 
Be BOB ce ccccctos ERRGOR . c ccbesccs Intermatinns!t Rievcle and Motor- 
cvete FehiMition Switzerland spon: 
SE ce ddavedaves London.....-... Smithfield Show and Agricultural Com) 
Machinery Exhibition. 1956 d 
Greece Mar. 8-18....... . Geneva.. International Motor Exhibition. 9 ‘ 
e 
1956 of e3 
Gat. BBB... ic cccces Salonika....... International Trade Fair. Yugoslavia an 0 
a ee ae Ljubljana..... Second International Radio and 
Italy Communications Exhibition. 1904 
tota: 
Nov. 34-30..........: atte. in dici se Irt-rmational Clothing Exhibition- 1956 tors 
Mert Mer. 39-Apr. 8...... SE chouace ds National Sprire Fatr. 
Sy GE oce cscs ave Ee ee International Bicycle and Motor- aS RR - NS International Trade Pair. tion: 
cycle Exhibition. Cee, TE. oe vo csénes Ljubljana.......Pourth Shoe and Leather Week. fuse 
Cr 
A size 
Western Hemisphere mec 
hou 
Argentina United States exh 
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Swedish Fair Circulars, 
Blanks Available 


A limited number of applica- 
tion blanks and descriptive cir- 
culars for the Swedish Industries 
Fair International to be held in 
Goteborg, Sweden, May 12-21, 
1956, have been received by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 

The fair will display merchan- 
dise arranged so that all exhibi- 
tors’ stands are merged in groups 
of branches independent of na- 
tionality or country of origin, ac- 
cording to the prospectus. Among 
the items to be displayed will be 
machinery, electrical goods and 
appliances, musical instruments, 
textiles, building materials, 
household goods, food, toys, sport 
articles, furniture, building ma- 
chinery, and electric and weld- 
ing material. 

Complete details may be ob- 
tained from Swedish Industries 
Fair, Goteborg S., Sweden. 











4 Million Visitors 
Attend Paris Fair 


More than 4 million visitors at- 
tended the Paris International Trade 
Fair in Paris, May 14-30, 1955. 


This fair is self-supporting and 
sponsored by the Paris Chamber of 
Commerce, the City Council of Paris, 
and the Genera] District Council of 
the Seine Department. In its 51 years 
of existence, the fair has grown from 
an original group of 486 exhibitors in 
1904 to 12,800 at the last fair. Of these 
totals, over 150,000 were foreign visi- 
tors and approximately 3,000 applica- 
tions of would-be exhibitors were re- 
fused because of lack of space. 
Commodity groupings most empha- 
sized were construction equipment, 
mechanical industries, electrical 
household equipment, and national 
exhibits. 

The deadline for receipt of space ap- 
plications is set as November 1 each 
year for the following spring fair. 
Scheduled dates of future fairs are 
May 5-21, 1956; May 25-June 10, 1957; 
and May 10-26, 1958. 





Transactions Above Average 
At 1955 Carinthian Fair 


Transactions were reported above 
average by the textile, motor vehicle, 
electrical and household appliance, 
fadio, and agricultural machinery 
sectors at the 1955 Carinthian Fair in 
eepenturt, Austria, August 11-21, 


The total number of exhibitors, lo- 
December 5, 1955 





_FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Practical Results Expected From 
U. S. Activity at Trade Fairs 


What is the aim and what practical results can be expected from 
U. S. participation in international trade fairs? 

To state it simply, the U. S. international trade fair program is a 
joint endeavor on the part of Government and industry to demonstrate 
U.S. goods, equipment, services, techniques, and methods of doing busi- 


ness, to people abroad. Though the 
primary purpose of this joint partici- 
pation is to stimulate two-way trade, 
the program also serves to portray 
U. S. institutions and the American 
way of life; and, in the words of 





This is the text of a statement made 
by E. F. Becker, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, in answer to questions 
asked at the 42d National Foreign 
Trade Convention, in New York City, 
November 14-16. 





President Eisenhower, 
United States 
light overseas.” 


The Department of Commerce has 
maintained central national exhibits 
at 23 international trade fairs so far 
this year and will exhibit at two more 
before the end of the year. A major 
and more or less standard feature of 
these national exhibits is a trade in- 
formation center or booth manned 
by a trade mission or team, consisting 
usually of two Commerce Department 
officials and two businessmen, sup- 
ported by American Foreign Service 
officers stationed locally. These trade 
missions, in addition to manning the 
trade information centers, visit the 
principal cities in the area, meeting 
with local chambers of commerce, 
trade groups, and individual business- 
men. 


“to put the 
in the best possible 


110 Cities Visited 


So far this year, 20 of these trade 
missions have visited 110 cities and 
have met with over 200 groups in 15 
countries in Europe, the Far East, and 
Africa. These teams talked to some 
46,000 businessmen, including 7,500 
individual consultations while on their 
tours, and another 6,500 at the in- 
formation centers at the fairs. 

What are the practical, tangible re- 
sults? 


First, the U. S. products which were 
displayed and which formed part of 
the U. S. central exhibit created a 
tremendous amount of interest and 
admiration for U. S. equipment, 
techniques, design, packaging, and 
merchandising methods, and collater- 





cal and foreign, was 1,169, foreign ex- 
hibitors coming from West Germany 
(425), Yugoslavia (36), Italy, Switzer- 
land, France, and Luxembourg. Paid 
visitors numbered 250,000, some 64,000 
more than last year. 





ally, illustrated the tremendous size 
of the U. S. market. 

Second, all in all, some 35,000 busi- 
ness inquiries were made at the 
booths. Of these, at least 6,000 repre- 
sented specific opportunities to con- 
duct business, and these foreign busi- 
nessmen were given specific assist- 
ance in making U. 8S. trade connec- 
tions. Actual dollars-and-cents results 
are not now available, nor will the 


‘total ever be known, since connec- 


tions established now may continue 
for many years. 


Third, whether or not actual busi- 
ness develops as a result of these 
consultations, considerable good will 
was engendered purely because of this 
demonstration of U. S. willingness to 
offer practical assistance. Of much 
more importance, however, is the good 
will generated throughout the entire 
foreign business communities and 
with the public in general as the re- 
sult of the favorable publicity given 
the trade centers and the trade teams 
in the press, the radio, television, and 
even the newsreels. 

Fourth, since the work of the trade 
teams is in reality only an extension 
of the régular work of the commercial 
sections of the U. S. consulates and 
embassies abroad, activities of the 
trade teams at these fairs served to 
advertise these promotional functions 
of U. S. Foreign Service posts to local 
businessmen, and also served to stimu- 
late the Foreign Service officers to 
greater efforts in this field. 

The experiences of the trade mis- 
sions in endeavoring to handle the 
practical trade problems and questions 
of local businessmen also served to 
highlight and pin point the shortcom- 
ings of the commercial sections both 
in respect to staff and available refer- 
ence materials and working tools. 
Since the first step in improvement is 
an awareness of shortcomings, this 
finding can be placed on the credit 
side. 

Fifth, and most important, is the 
opportunity which these trade centers 
and trade teams gives the missions to 
explain away the many misconcep- 
tions and misapprehensions concern- 
ing U. S. foreign-trade practices and 
programs which are held by foreign 
businessmen and officials. The need 
to present U. S. foreign-trade develop- 
ments in their true light is serious 
and deserves our careful attention. 
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World Rubber Output and Use Rise 


World production of natural rubber 
rose to 1,335,000 long tons in the first 
9 months of 1955, from 1,302,500 tons 
in the like period of 1954, according to 
estimates of the Secretariat of the 
International Rubber Study Group, 
the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced. 

Output in September 1955 totaled 
165.000 long tons, compsred with 
162,500 tons in September 1954. 

World natural-rubber consumption 
in September 1955 was placed at 147,- 
500 tons, compared with 160,000 tons 
in September a year ago. Consump- 
tion, revised and reduced under in- 
structions from the Rubber Study 
Group at the meeting in Liberia, was 
estimated at 1,342,500 tons for the first 
9 months of 1955, as against 1,295,000 
tons for the corresponding period of 
1954. Estimated imports into Russia 
and China included in these figures 
amounted to 2,000 tons in September 
1955, 11,550 tons in September 1954, 
23,325 tons in January-September 1955, 
and 51,925 tons in January-September 
1954. 

World stocks of natural rubber at 
the end of September 1955 totaled 
857,500 tons, up 12,500 tons from the 
December 31, 1954, position. The 1955 
total consists of 242,500 tons in pro- 
ducing areas, 405,000 tons in consum- 
» Ing areas—excluding Russian and 
Chinese stocks and Government stocks 
in the United States, the United King- 
dom, and France—and 210,000 tons 
afloat. 

Synthetic-rubber operations in Sep- 





Antarctic Whaling Fails To 
Start With Usual Progress 


The Antarctic whaling season has 
had a poor start, preliminary reports 
from the South Georgia whaling sta- 
tions indicate. In the first 3 weeks 
of the season, only 4,853 barrels of 
whale oil were produced, compared 
with 9,200 barrels in the like period 
of the past season. 

With the total catch this season 
limited by the International Whaling 
Commission to 15,000 units against 
15,500 units last year, Norwegian whal- 
ing companies expect their share of 
the catch will be less than 50 percent. 

Coastal whaling off Norway, which 
ended November 1, also was poor this 
season. The vessels were forced to 
go far out for their catches, which 
required more time in towing whales 
to land. 

Prices of whale oil sold early this 
year have been about 13 percent above 
the preceding year. If they are main- 
tained at this level, they will help off- 
set the anticipated reduction in the 
catch.—Emb., Oslo. 


26 


tember 1955 excluding iron-curtain 
countries, were estimated as follows: 
Production, 95,000 tons; consumption, 
92,500 tons; end-of-month stocks, 170,- 
000 tons, down 5,000 tons from the 
December 31, 1954 position. In Sep- 
tember 1954, output was 59,944 tons 
and consumption, 62,500 tons. Pro- 
duction totaled 785,000 tons and con- 
sumption, 767,500 tons in the first 9 
months of 1955, while in the like period 
of 1954, output was 521,276 tons and 
consumption, 535,000 tons. 


World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2,110,000 tons 
in January-September 1955, compared 
with 1,830,000 tons in January-Sep- 
tember 1954. Consumption in the 
United States increased 27.2 percent— 
from 888,985 tons to 1,131,118 tons— 
while foreign consumption, excluding 
Russia and China, increased 7.5 per- 
cent—from 889,100 tons to 955,600 
tons. 


Danish Motor-Vehicle 
Imports Drop Sharply 


Danish imports of motor vehicles 
in the first 9 months of 1955 declined 
substantially. 


Passénger cars imported in that 
period totaled 16,109, compared with 
23,577 for the corresponding period 
of 1954. 


The drop in imports of passenger 
cars and motorcycles, particularly the 
latter, was caused mainly by a sharp 
reduction in the number of permits 
issued by the Government this year 
to buyers of vehicles in the controlled 
market. By this action, all buyers of 
cars and motorcycles for nonessen- 
tial use and even a large number of 
those previously in the privileged 
group, such as physicians, veterinar- 
ians, and persons performing public 
services are forced to purchase ve- 
hicles in the open market—under the 
dollar-export premium plan—at 
prices 80 percent—of the c. i. f. value— 
higher in the controlled market. 

The tightened provisions governing 
installment buying and the gasoline 
tax increase introduced by the Gov- 
ernment last spring, as part of the 
program designed to curb consump- 
tion to improve the country’s foreign- 
exchange situation, have affected the 
sale of new cars and motorcycles in 
the free market. 








French exports of automotive ve- 
hicles in the first 9 months of 1955, 
with figures for the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1954 in parentheses, consisted 
of 99,587 (68,085) passenger cars and 
25,009 (22,642) utility vehicles. 


—— 


Navy Improves Methods - 


Of Packaging Oilcans 
Better methods of packaging quart 
oilcans for export are described in a 


U. S. Navy research report, which has | 


been released to industry, the Office of 
Technical Services, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has announced. ' 

Results of the research project in. 
dicate that current military specifica. 
tions (MIL-C-124-B) covering export. 
packaging methods for units of 4 
round quart cans of automotive-t 
motor oil do not provide sufficient pro. 
tection for the contents. 

The report recommends that cur. 
rently effective packaging specifica. 
tions be amended so that future ship- 
ments will be packed in a wirebound 
box or a Q-crate, depending upon the 
supplier’s facilities. 

Cost of packaging in wirebound 
boxes may be slightly higher as hand 
filling is necessary. However, the oil 
companies which utilize these con- 
tainers because of the lack of auto. 
matic equipment, or for other. reasons, 
will be furnishing the Government a 
package equivalent in protection to 
the Q-crate at a lower material cost, 
but at an equivalent labor cost to 
their past bids. 


This 57-page illustrated report, PB 
111709, “Improved Methods of Export 
Packaging Quart Oilcans,” Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, U. 8S. Navy, 
May 1955, is available from Office of 
Technical Services, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 
for $1.50. 





Study of Australia Chain 


Industry Available 


The Australian chain industry, 
including both the welded open 
link and transmission chain sec- 
tors, is reviewed briefly in a pub- 
lication issued by the Division of 
Industrial Development, Com- 
monwealth of Australia. 

The study covers the structure 
of the industry, the general mar- 
ket situation, employment in this 
industry, raw materials, Govern- 
ment policies toward the indus- 
try, testing equipment and 
standards used, and some gen- 
eral observations. 

A copy of the report is avail- 
able on loan from the General 
Components Division, Business 
and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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india Opens Abrasive 
Factory in Madras 


An abrasive factory, Carborundum 
yniversal Ltd. (CUL), was inaugu- 
rated in Madras, on October 3. 

The new factory, situated on a 27- 

plot, was established by the 
south Indian firm of Murugappa and 
gons, in collaboration with the Cor- 
porundum Co., Niagara Falls, and the 
yniversal Grinding Wheel Co. Ltd., 
stafford, England, with an authorized 
capital of 7 million rupees and an 
jssued capital of 5 million rupees (1 
rupee—US$0.21). The Indian firm 
subscribed 51 percent, and the British 
and American firms together con- 
tributed 49 percent, 

The factory will manufacture a wide 

range of bonded abrasives, including 
grinding wheels, rubbing bricks, sticks, 
sharpening stones, and valve grinding 
compounds, also coated abrasives in- 
duding flint, garnet, emery, aloxite 
abrasives, rolls, belts, discs, silicon 
carbide and reamstock in paper and 
cloth. 
Eventually the factory plans to in- 
crease its initial annual production of 
930 tons of bonded abrasives and 
23,000 reams of coated abrasives to 600 
tons and 70,000 reams, respectively. 

CUL products will bear the “Red 
Indian Head” trade-mark.—Cons. 
Gen., Madras. 





New Turkish Nitrogen Plant 
To Be Completed in 1958 


The cornerstone for a new nitrogen 
plant at Kutahya, Turkey, was laid on 
July 23, 1955. The plant’s completion 
is scheduled for the middle of 1958. 


Products to be made include nitric 
acid, ammonium nitrate, and am- 
monium sulfate. Although the prod- 
ucts are primarily for fertilizers, a 
small part of the nitric acid and am- 
monium nitrate will be used for the 
manufacture of explosives. 

The new production is very impor- 
tant to Turkish agriculture, as domes- 
tic demand for fertilizers is increas- 
ing. Raw materials will be lignite coal 
and plaster stone from nearby local 
sources. 





Danish Car Imports Decline 


Danish imports of motor vehicles 
in the first 9 months of 1955 declined 
substantially, compared with the cor- 
Tesponding period of 1954. 

Imports in the 1955 period, with 
comparable 1954 figures in paren- 
theses, amounted to 16,109 (23,577) 
complete passenger cars; 7,571 (7,118) 
passenger cars in parts for assembly; 
16,724 (30,700) motorcycles; 6,026 
(9,657) complete trucks and delivery 
vans; 13 (35) chassis for passenger 
Cars; 204 (172) bus chassis; and 3,175 


December 5, 1955 





Ceylon To Have 16-Story 
Office Building 


A leading Ceylonese insurance 
company has contracted with a 
British engineering firm in Cey- 
lon for the construction, within 3 
years, of a 16-story building at 
a reported cost of 6 million ru- 
pees, or US$1,260,000. 

Another British firm will act 
as subcontractor for the con- 
struction of what is planned to 
be the tallest building in Ceylon. 
It will be erected in Colombo’s 
business district, and most of its 
space will be rented to commer- 
cial firms.—Emb., Colombo. 











Skoda 440 Cars on Limited 


Sale in Czechoslovakia 


Czechoslovakia’s first Skoda 440 
cars, also known as the Spartak, came 
off the assembly line at Mlada Boleslav 
on October 21, according to a current 
dispatch. 

These cars were expected to be of- 
fered for sale to the public in Novem- 
ber. Only applicants with vouchers ap- 
proved by appropriate national com- 
mittees are eligible to purchase a 
car. This supply of civilian cars will 
be supplemented by the import of 
French Renaults, 4CV, which will be 
marketed for 22,000 crowns, or ap- 
proximately US$3,000. 

A Czechoslovak must pass a 
theoretical course of 9 weeks, and 20 
lessons in practical driving, at a‘cost 
of 626 crowns, or approximately US$90, 
before obtaining a driver’s license. 





Iranian Date Harvest for 
1955 Estimated Smaller 


The Iranian date harvest this year 
is estimated at only 110,000 short tons, 
according to the most recent report 
from Tehran, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. The crop had been 
estimated earlier at 145,000 tons. If 
the most recent estimate is borne out, 
it would mean a considerably smaller 
crop this year than last, when an es- 
timated 155,000 tons were harvested. 
The current crop, however, is reported 
to be of better than usual quality. 

It is now expected that Iranian date 
exports in 1955-56 will not exceed 33,- 
000 short tons. Exparts in 1954-55 are 
believed to have totaled about 36,000 
tons. In the first 4 months of the 
1954-55 season—August 21-December 
21, 1954—Iran exported 27,178 tons of 
dates, of which 5,805 tons were shipped 
to the United States. 





(3,360) truck and delivery van chassis. 

Motor vehicle exports, which are of 
relatively small importance, showed 
a minor increase. 


US, Synthetic Rubber 
Output Sets Record 


U. 8S. synthetic-rubber production 
totaled 88,132 long tons in October 
1955, erasing the old record of 85,302 
tons set in May 1953, the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, has an- 
nounced. Output in September 1955 
was 83,507 tons and in October a year 
ago, 55,644 tons. * 

Production in the first 10 months of 
1955 totaled 789,517 tons, as against 
509,378 tons in January-October 1954 
and 731,847 tons in January-October 
1953, the previous high. 

The S-Type production figure for 
October 1955 soared to 72,499 tons, 
just a few tons short of the alltime 
record of 72,519 tons set in May 1945. 
The October butyl figure of 5,458 tons 
was the highest since April 1954. The 
1955 cumulative figures for S-Type, 
neoprene, and N-Type production 
reached new highs. 

Synthetic-rubber output for October 
1955, September 1955, and January- 
October 1955 and 1954 was as follows: 


U. S. Synthetic-Rubber Production 
{In Long Tons] . 
Jan.-Oct. Jan.- 





Oct. 1955 Sept. 1955 1955 1954 

s- .. 72.499 67.658 641.757 387.309 
Butyl ... 5,458 5,030 45,780 48.549 
Neoprene. 6,848 7,677 73,095 56,105 
N-Type . 3,327 3,142 28,885 17,415 
Total 88,132 83,507 789,517 509,378 





Panamanian Consumption of 
Paper Containers Increases 


Panama’s use of paper containers is 
increasing. Domestic production of 
grocery bags in 1953 totaled 9 million 
units and paperboard boxes, approxi- 
mately 200,000 units a month, trade 
sources estimate. 

These containers are used by manu- 
facturing and retail establishments 
in the packaging of ready-to-wear 
articles, novelties, detergents, soaps, 
eggs, and other commodities. 

Panama imported in 1953 paper and 
paperboard products, in short tons, 
as follows: Grocery bags, 334; shop- 
ping bags, 188; multiwall kraft bags, 
348; cardboard boxes, 364; waxed 
cardboard boxes, 248; paper cups, 154; 
_ paper bags, glassine, cellophane, 
100. 

Preliminary 1954 import figures 
show moderate gains in most paper 
products over the 1953 volume. 

Panama has no current facilities for 
manufacturing such other converted 
paper items as paper cups or other 
food containers for fluid milk, butter, 
oleomargarine, frozen food or ice 
cream. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Congo To Be Added 
To IC/DV Countries 


The Belgian Congo will be included 
among the countries participating in 
the Import Certificate-Delivery Veri- 
fication (IC/DV) procedure, effective 
January 1, 1956, the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce has announced. 

The purpose of the IC/DV proce- 
dure, in operation since October 1952, 
is to prevent transshipment of strate- 
gic goods. The participation of the 
Belgian Congo will bring to a total of 
15 the number of friendly foreign 
countries cooperating in the plan. 

Under this procedure, the importer 
certifies to his government that the 
strategic goods he wishes to import 
will not be reexported without official 
authorization. The importer’s gov- 
ernment then issues an import cer- 
tificate, which the importer must 
transmit to his foreign exporter in 
support of the export-license applica- 
tion. As a part of this procedure, 
BFC may request a U. S. exporter to 
obtain from his foreign importer a 
delivery verification certified by the 
importer’s government that the li- 
censed goods have been delivered in 
the importing country. 


Items Added to Positive List 

BFC also has announced that, ef- 
fective November 24, certain types of 
electrical machinery and apparatus, 
and other industrial and scientific 
equipment have been added to the 
Positive List of Commodities requiring 
individual export licenses for ship- 
ment to all destinations, except Can- 
ada. 
The items include specified kinds of 
electrical transmitting and receiving 
equipment, Schedule B Nos. 708460, 
708500, and 708700; air-conditioning 
and refrigerating equipment, such as 
reciprocating compressor units and 
parts, B Nos. 764670 and 766030; ma- 
chines for manufacture of electric co- 
axial cable, B No. 775998; and helium 
cryostat equipment, B No. 919080. 

These announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bul- 
letin No. 758, November 17. 


U. S. and Israel Sign 
Surplus Agreement 


A second agreement for the sale to 
Irsael, for local currency, of U. S. 
surplus agricultural products having 
a total value, including certain trans- 
portation costs, of approximately $17 
million, was announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on November 16. 

The commodities involved, and the 
approximate quantities, are: Wheat, 
90,000 metric tons; feed grains, 80,000 
metric tons; cottonseed oil and/or 
soybean oil, 6,000 metric tons; cotton, 
8,000 bales; butter, 1,000 metric tons; 
cheese, 500 metric tons; nonfat dry 
milk solids, 1,000 metric tons; beans— 
navy pea or great northern—1,000 
metric tons; and tobacco, 250,000 
pounds. 

As in the case of the other agree- 
ments under Public Law 480, 83d 
Congress, the sales will be made 
through private U. S. traders. 





Filing Period for Aluminum 
And Copper Scrap Extended 


Applications to export certain alu- 
minum and copper scrap materials in 
the fourth quarter of 1955 may be sub- 
mitted up to December 16, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

Previously, BFC required such appli- 
cations to be filed before December 1 
in order to be considered against 
fourth-quarter export quotas. The ex- 
tension was made to allow exporters 
more time to take advantage of the 
existing quantitative quotas. 

Applications for a share in any un- 
used fourth-quarter quota balances 
also must be filed before December 16, 
BFC said, but redistribution of the 
balances will not be made until after 
the filing deadline. 


The new filing period applies to the 
following commodities: New and old 
aluminum scrap and remelt ingots 
(Schedule B Nos. 630050 and 630070); 
new and old copper scrap and new and 
old copper-base alloy scrap contain- 
ing 40 percent or more copper (B Nos. 
641300 and 644000). 

The announcement is published in 


——e 


the Federal Register, dated December 


1, and will appear in a forthcoming 
Current Export Bulletin. 





ICA To Assist in Financi 
Silos for Grain in Turkey 


The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration has announced that it 
will help the Republic of Turkey to 
finance the construction of badly 
needed storage facilities for 470,000 
tons of grain. 

An agreement signed between the 
ICA and the Raymond Concrete Pile 
Co. of New York City (140 Cedar St, 
assures the allotment of approximate- 
ly $4 million in ICA funds for the 
project. 

The Raymond company will erect 
the facilities under a contract with 
the Turkish Government. In addition 
to the ICA funds, Turkey will use 
approximately $6 million in its own 
currency to help defray the cost. 

Mechanical-loading steel silos rang- 
ing in size from 2,000- to 20,000-ton 
capacity will be constructed in 69 
Turkish locations. 





Greece’s 1955 crop of salable tobacco 
now is placed at 169.8 million pounds 
from about 320,400 acres, 14 percent 
above last year’s harvest and second 
only to the 1936 record of 173.5 million, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


ee 


City Zone.... 


Mail to the necrest U. $. Department of Com 
merce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Of 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 


money order payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 
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